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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Ella Mizzell Kelly

person

Kelly, ella, 1939-
Alternative Names: ella Mizzell Kelly;

Life Dates: March 17, 1939-

Place of Birth: Columbia, north Carolina, UsA

Residence: Washington, District of Columbia

Occupations: Medical Administrator

Biographical Note

ella Mizzell Kelly was born on March 17, 1939 in Columbia, north Carolina. Her
father was a barber and her mother, a factory worker. During her early childhood, the
family migrated to new York in search of better jobs. shortly thereafter, her parents
divorced and Kelly and her sister were raised by their mother. Identified as a gifted
student during grade school, Kelly excelled academically. In 1955, she earned her high
school diploma from Julia richmond High school where she was active in the chorus,
Latin Club and student Government Association.

From 1955 until 1957, Kelly attended new York state Teachers College in Albany. she
transferred to Howard University in 1957, where she earned her B.A. degree in history
in 1960. During her senior year, she was selected to study abroad at oxford in england.

From 1960 until 1968, Kelly taught history in the Washington, D.C. public school
system, giving her students their first introduction to African American history. In
1963, Kelly earned her master’s degree in philosophy from Howard University.
Between 1969 and 1977, Kelly worked for the Department of education as a
speechwriter and senior program officer. From 1983 until 1985, Kelly attended the
University of California at Los Angeles. Leaving there, she worked until 1990 as a
research assistant at UCLA and served on a task force examining the under-
representation of African American students in California. From 1990 until 1994, Kelly
worked as a teacher and administrator at Charles Drew University of Medicine and
science in the departments of family medicine and nursing education. In 1995, she
earned her ph.D. in social research methodology from UCLA. From 1994 until 1998,
Kelly served as a consultant on women’s health issues for the California public Institute
and the UCLA school of public policy and social research. From 1998 until 2003,
Kelly was a senior research scientist at UCLA’s Center for Community Health where
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she was responsible for developing initiatives to reduce health risks associated with
HIV/AIDs and African American women.

In 2003, Kelly became the deputy director at Howard University College of Medicine
in the Department of pediatrics and Child Health, where she focuses on the impact of
violence and substance abuse on low-income families and children.
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Reseacher
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Office Assistant
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