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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Johnathan Rodgers

person

rodgers, Johnathan, 1946-
Alternative Names: Johnathan rodgers; Johnathan A. rodgers

Life Dates: January 18, 1946-

Place of Birth: san Antonio, Texas, UsA

Residence: Washington, D.C.

Occupations: Television executive

Biographical Note

Johnathan Arlin rodgers was born on January 18, 1946 in san Antonio, Texas. His
mother was a homemaker and his father was a soldier in the United states Air Force. As
a “military brat,” rodgers lived in a number of countries and states. He graduated from
rantoul High school in rantoul, Illinois in 1963. While at rantoul, he worked on the
school paper and was a member of the wrestling team.

In 1967, rodgers received his bachelor’s of arts degree in journalistic studies from the
University of California - Berkeley. While studying at Berkeley, he was sports editor of
the campus newspaper, a member of the football team and pledged to the Alpha phi
Alpha Fraternity.

From 1967 until 1968, rodgers worked at sports Illustrated Magazine. He was the first
African American journalist hired by the publication. His beat included track and field
and college basketball. His article, “The plight of the Black Athlete,” highlighted the
struggles African American athletes encountered in both the college and professional
arenas. From 1968 until 1969, rodgers served as the editor of urban affairs for
newsweek Magazine.

In 1969, rodgers was drafted in the United states Army and served at Fort Jackson,
south Carolina until 1971. In 1973, he earned his master’s degree in communications
from stanford University, and then worked as a writer / producer for WnBC in new
York. In 1974, rodgers was hired as a general assignment reporter for WKYC-TV in
Cleveland, ohio, and the following year he transitioned from on-air personality to
management when he accepted the assistant news director’s position at WBBM-TV in
Chicago. This began a successful career at CBs, where he would serve as news
director, general manager, executive producer for CBs news and the president of the
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network’s television station division. In 1998, rodgers left CBs and was hired by
Discovery networks. During his six years at Discovery, the network increased viewers
by the millions and added nearly a dozen new stations. His responsibilities included all
aspects of domestic television, programming, affiliate sales, advertising sales,
marketing, research, development and communications.

In 2003, rodgers was hired as the chief executive officer of TV-one, an entertainment
and lifestyle cable television network targeting African American viewers. It is owned
by radio one and Comcast Cable.

rodgers was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on september 24, 2004.

Related Entries

Rantoul High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Elmhurst Junior High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

university of California, Berkeley [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Stanford university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.A.

Sports Illustrated Magazine [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1979 to 1981]

Journalist (Track and field; College Basketball)

Newsweek Magazine [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1943 to 1986]

Editor of urban Affairs

WNBC Radio [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1985 to 1989]

Writer/Producer

WKyC TV [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1974 to 1975]

General Assignment Reporter

WBBM TV [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 2010 to ?]

Assistant News Director

CBS News [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1975 to 1998]



A2004_179_eAC.html[6/7/22, 11:20:18 pM]

News director, General Manager, Executive Producer, and later President of the
Network’s Television Station Division

Discovery Networks [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1998 to 2003]

Programming, Affiliate Sales, Advertising Sales, Marketing, Research,
Development and Communications.

TV One [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 2003 to ?]

Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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