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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with W. Gregory Wims

person

Wims, W. Gregory, 1949-
Alternative Names: W. Gregory Wims;

Life Dates: september 2, 1949-

Place of Birth: Bethesda, Maryland, UsA

Work: Gaithersburg, MD

Occupations: Association Branch Chief executive

Biographical Note

William Gregory Wims was born on september 2, 1949 in Bethesda, Maryland. His
mother worked as a domestic and his father was a laborer. He earned his high school
diploma from Gaithersburg, High school in 1968, where he played on the track and
football teams and was active in civil rights sit-ins.

From 1968 until 1970, Wims attended Montgomery College in rockville, Maryland. In
1969, he was named the Vice president of the Maryland Youth Commission. In 1970 he
transferred to Howard University but left before earning his degree.

In 1972, Wims was hired as the coordinator for the extension service for the 4-H Club
of Montgomery County. In 1974, he became the first male Head start Teacher in
Montgomery County and worked on republican newton stears’ campaign for
Congress. From 1976 until 1978, he worked as stears’ legislative assistant and became
the first African American professional from Montgomery County to work on Capitol
Hill. In 1978, Wims became a legislative assistant for Congressman Melvin evans.
From 1981 until 1989, he worked in the legislative affairs office for the secretary of
Agriculture and a special Assistant to the Director for Minority Affairs and economic
Development. In 1989 he started his consulting firm, Hammer and nails, which assists
local businesses in working with the federal government.

In the early 1990s, Wims served as the membership chairperson for the nAACp,
recruiting more than a thousand new members. In 1994, he was elected president of the
Montgomery County Chapter of the nAACp. During his tenure, he was successful in
highlighting discrimination claims of African American employees at the national
Institutes of Health (nIH). The nIH case received local and national media coverage
and led to Wims becoming president of the Maryland nAACp chapter. In 1996, Wims
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founded the Victims rights Foundation (VrF), an organization providing financial and
emotional support to crime victims. Through the VrF Wims was able to provide
thousands of dollars to the families of the Washington, D.C. sniper victims in 2003.
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Local President
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Local President
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