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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Clyde Martin

person

Martin, Clyde, 1936-2017
Alternative Names: Clyde Martin;

Life Dates: september 28, 1936-november 21, 2017

Place of Birth: Bolivar County, Mississippi, UsA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Occupations: Civic Activist;

Biographical Note

Community activist and award-winning regional manager for Jay’s potato Chips Clyde
Martin never ate snack foods until he moved to Chicago in 1955. Born on september
28, 1936, on land his father owned in Bolivar County, Mississippi, Martin attended
school at the White star Missionary Baptist Church and later graduated from Cleveland
(Mississippi) Colored Consolidated High school (CCCHs) in 1955. An honor student
and an activist, young Martin led a student strike for a more relevant curriculum. Later,
he refused to cooperate with an agreement his principal made with the state of
Mississippi to impress the federal government, under which the school was to receive
new school buses, and then exchange them with the white school in Cleveland, for their
old ones.

In 1956, Martin was working in Chicago when he found out about a job at Jay’s potato
Chips. Hired as the first black route salesman, he determined that he could sell more
Jay’s by distributing more of the smaller five cent bags. Martin was right and he more
than doubled his sales. Consistently the top salesman during the 1960s and 1970s, he
made assistant regional sales manager in 1967 and was the first African American to
rise to regional sales manager in 1973. Martin fought racism and personally made sure
that Jay’s hired other African Americans as drivers and salesmen.

Martin became an inspector for the Internal Affairs Division of the Cook County,
Illinois, sheriff’s Department in 1978. He was a beloved behind-the-scenes activist in
Chicago politics and civic life.

Martin passed away on november, 21, 2017 at age 81.
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