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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable Henry L. Marsh,
III

person

Marsh, Henry L., III, 1933-
Alternative Names: The Honorable Henry L. Marsh, III;

Life Dates: December 10, 1933-

Place of Birth: richmond, Virginia, UsA

Residence: richmond, VA

Occupations: Civil rights Lawyer

Biographical Note

Civil rights attorney Henry L. Marsh III was born December 10, 1933, in richmond,
Virginia. He attended Moonfield and George Mason elementary schools and graduated
with honors from Maggie L. Walker High school in 1952. earning a B.A. in sociology
from Virginia Union University in 1956, he went on to obtain an L.L.B. from Howard
University Law school in 1959.

Marsh joined with samuel L. Tucker to form the law firm of Tucker & Marsh in 1961.
They were joined by oliver Hill in 1965 to form Hill, Tucker & Marsh. He immediately
joined the fight against the “massive resistance” that was Virginia’s announced policy
toward the de-segregation actions called for in the Brown v. The Board of education
decision of 1954. His counsel in Gravely v. robb resulted in single member districts for
the General Assembly of Virginia. After having served on the richmond City Council
since 1966, Marsh won the mayor’s seat in 1977, the first black mayor in the city’s
history. In 1981, he hosted the national Conference on the Black Agenda, which
attracted 1,500 African American state, local and federal officials. In 1991, Marsh was
elected senator from the 16th senate District, now serving his third term.

Marsh is co-founder of the richmond renaissance and the Metropolitan economic
Development Council, and a past president of the national Black Caucus of elected
officials and a member of the board of directors of the national League of Cities.
Marsh has also recently formed the support Committee for excellence in the public
schools. In addition, he established the new Millenium Leadership Institute, is founder
of the Unity Day Celebration Committee, and hosts richmond’s Annual Juneteenth
Celebration. He also has served as chairman of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial
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Commission.

The recipient of numerous awards, Marsh lives in richmond with his wife, Diane. He
has three children, four grandsons and two granddaughters.
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