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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Roscoe C. Brown

person

Brown, roscoe Conkling, Jr., 1922-2016
Alternative Names: roscoe C. Brown;

Life Dates: March 9, 1922-July 2, 2016

Place of Birth: Washington, District of Columbia, UsA

Residence: riverdale, nY

Work: new York, nY

Occupations: Tuskegee Airman

Biographical Note

roscoe C. Brown, Jr., was born March 9,1922, in Washington, D.C. Brown was the
youngest of two children, his father working as a public health specialist and his mother
as a teacher. After graduating from springfield College in 1943, Brown joined the Air
Force, where he served as one of the Tuskegee Airmen. During World War II, he
served as a squadron commander and received the Distinguished Flying Cross.
returning after the war in 1946, Brown attended new York University, where he
earned an M.A. in 1949 and a ph.D. in 1951.

Before Brown earned his master's degree, he worked as a social investigator with the
new York City Department of Welfare and as an instructor in physical education at
West Virginia state College until 1948. While working on his doctorate in 1950, he
became the director of the Institute of Afro-American Affairs and a professor of
education at new York University, where he remained for the next twenty-seven years.
In 1977, Brown was named president of Bronx Community College, a part of the City
University of new York (CUnY), and continued there until 1993. Brown served as
director of the Center for Urban education policy at the Graduate school and
University Center of CUnY.

Brown was active with a number of organizations, including more than thirty years of
service to the Boys & Girls Clubs of America. He was also active with the Jackie
robinson Foundation and Libraries for the Future, among many others. Brown was also
a founding member of the American College of sports Medicine.

Active in the media, as well, Brown hosted the television program, African American
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Legends, and he won the 1973 emmy Award for Distinguished program with his
weekly series Black Arts. He published numerous articles and contributed to several
books, and was the recipient of numerous awards, including the new York City
Treasure Centennial Honor from the Museum of the City of new York and the
Humanitarian Award from the Boys & Girls Clubs of America. Brown also completed
nine new York City marathons. He had four children.

Brown passed away on July 2, 2016 at age 94.

Related Entries

Paul Laurence Dunbar High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

HS diploma

Springfield College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

BS

New York university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.A.

New York university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Ph.D.

New York City Department of Social Welfare [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1946 to 1946]

Social Worker

West Virginia State College [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1946 to 1948]

Physical Education Instructor

New York university [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1950 to 1977]

Director, Institute of Afro-American Affairs and Professor of Education

Bronx Community College, CuNY [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1977 to 1993]

President

American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

American Association for Higher Education [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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Member

American Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance
[MEMBEROf]

[from ? to ?]

Member

American Association of university Professors [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

American College of Sports Medicine [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

American Educational Research Association [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Association of the Bar of the City of New York [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Association of Presidents of Public Community Colleges in the State of New York
[MEMBEROf]

[from ? to ?]

Member

National Education Association [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

New York City Board of Education, Task force on Public School Athletics [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Chair

Democratic National Convention [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Delegate

New York City Civil Service Commission Screening Committee [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Chair

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Life Member

Boys & Girls Clubs of America [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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Member

Jackie Robinson foundation [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Chair

National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

100 Black Men [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

, Most likely schomburg Center.
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