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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Leonard Haynes, III

person

Haynes, Leonard, III, 1947-
Alternative Names: Leonard Haynes, III;

Life Dates: January 26, 1947-

Place of Birth: Boston, Massachusetts, UsA

Residence: silver spring, Maryland

Work: Washington, District of Columbia

Occupations: Academic Administrator; University president

Biographical Note

education advocate Leonard Haynes III was born in Boston on January 26, 1947.
Haynes is the oldest child of a father who worked as a minister and professor and a
mother who was a teacher. Haynes completed his B.A. from southern University in
Baton rouge, Louisiana, in 1968, and earned an M.A. from Carnegie-Mellon
University the following year. After earning his first degrees in history, Haynes
attended ohio state University, where he earned a ph.D. in higher education
administration in 1975.

Haynes' career in education has taken him to a variety of institutions, having served on
the faculty at Howard University, the ohio state University, the University of
Maryland, southern University, the Brookings Institution and George Washington
University. While on the faculty at southern University, he was appointed to the
position of executive vice president. He later served as the assistant superintendent of
academic programs for Louisiana's state Department of education and then as the
senior assistant to the president of American University. During president George H.W.
Bush's administration, Haynes was the first African American to be appointed to the
position of U.s. assistant secretary of postsecondary education and director of academic
programs for the United states Information Agency (UsIA). While with the UsIA,
Haynes worked to increase international education through cooperatives with Mexico,
Canada and the european community. In 1997, Haynes was appointed to serve as the
acting president of Grambling state University. president George W. Bush appointed
Haynes to serve as the special assistant to the secretary of education in 2001, and in
2003 he was appointed to serve as the director of the Fund for the Improvement of
postsecondary education in the Department of education's office of postsecondary
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education.

Widely recognized for his work in the educational community, Haynes has offered his
counsel to numerous organizations, including the Ford Foundation and the Merck
Corporation. He has appeared in Who's Who in America and Who's Who in Black
America, and is the recipient of nine honorary degrees. He and his wife, Mary, live in
Maryland. They have four children.
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[from ? to ?]

B.A,.

Southern University Laboratory School [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]
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[from ? to ?]
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[from ? to ?]
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Instructor

Ohio State University [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1974 to 1985]

Instructor

University of Maryland, College Park [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 199204 to 199312]

Instructor

Southern University [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1981 to ?]

Executive Vice President

Brookings Institution [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Instructor

George Washington University [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Instructor
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Louisiana State Department of Education [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Assistant Superintendent of Academic Programs

American University [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Senior Assistant to the President

United States Department of Education [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Assistant Secretary of Postsecondary Education

United States Information Agency [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director of Academic Programs

Grambling State University [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1997 to ?]

Acting President

United States Department of Education [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 2001 to ?]

Special Assistant to the Secretary of Education

United States Department of Education [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 2003 to ?]

Director of the fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education
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