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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Frances L. Murphy, II

person

Murphy, Frances L.
Alternative Names: Frances L. Murphy, II; Frankie Lou; Frankie Lou Murphy; Mrs.
Charles Campbell; Frances Louise Murphy II

Life Dates: october 8, 1922-november 21, 2007

Place of Birth: Baltimore, Maryland, UsA

Residence: Baltimore, Maryland

Occupations: Journalism professor; newspaper publishing Chief executive

Biographical Note

Born on october 8, 1922, in Baltimore, Maryland, Frances Louise Murphy, II, grew up
in a household that was focused on the newspaper the family published. Murphy’s
grandfather, a former slave and Civil War veteran, founded the Afro-American in 1892;
her father, Carl, was the editor and publisher of the paper and a professor of German at
Howard University. Murphy's mother, Vashti, was one of the co-founders of the Delta
sigma Theta sorority and was trained as a teacher. Murphy taught until she married
Carl Murphy; she then went on to earn her B.A. degree from the University of
Wisconsin in 1944, where she majored in journalism. In 1958, Murphy earned her B.s.
degree from Coppin College, and her M.ed. degree from Johns Hopkins University in
1963.

During her summers, Murphy worked for the family paper. After graduating from the
University of Wisconsin, Murphy went to work full-time for the Afro-American, and
the paper expanded from a single edition to numerous local editions around the country.
By 1956, Murphy was the city editor for the Baltimore edition of the paper. After
earning her teaching degree from Coppin College, Murphy became an elementary
school teacher; she went on to pursue her master's degree in education. Frustrated with
her school assignment, Murphy resigned and began teaching english and working as
the director of the news bureau at Morgan state University. Murphy stayed at Morgan
state until 1971, when she was named chairman of the Afro-American. In 1975,
Murphy left to become a professor of journalism at state University College in Buffalo,
new York, and then on to Howard University in 1985. Murphy became publisher of the
Washington Afro-American in 1987, and left Howard University in 1991; she served as
editor of the editorial page and wrote the column, “If You Ask Me,” by Frankie Lou for
several years.
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Murphy was honored by numerous organizations for her achievements; she received the
Women of strength Award from the national Black Media Coalition in 1994 and 1995;
the Woman of the 20th Century Award by the national Congress of Black Women; and
was named one of the 100 Most Influential Black Americans by ebony magazine.
Murphy served on the boards of the Freedom Foundation, the University of the District
of Columbia and the African American Civil War Memorial.

Murphy raised four children, and had seventeen grandchildren, and six great
grandchildren.

Frances Louise Murphy, II, passed away on Wednesday, november 21, 2007, at the age
of eighty-five.
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