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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Love, Richard
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Richard Love,
Dates: November 19, 2002
Bulk Dates: 2002
Physical Description: 5 Betacam SP videocassettes (2:09:45).
Abstract: Newspaper editor and newspaper publishing chief executive Richard Love (1938 - ) ia

an advocate of black business development and a devoted leader in his community
where he founded The Long Beach Times. Love was interviewed by The
HistoryMakers® on November 19, 2002, in Long Beach, California. This collection is
comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2002_210
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Prominent newspaper publisher Richard Love was born on June 24, 1938, in Hahira, Georgia. Recruited by the
Los Angeles Dodgers following high school, Love declined an invitation to their farm team to pursue a college
degree. Love attended Kentucky State University, but left following his freshman year to join the military.

Prior to withdrawing from Kentucky State University, Love was involved in a racially charged protest. Objecting
to the school's policy of admitting whites into the all-black college, Love and several classmates staged a
demonstration that led to the torching of the school gym. In 1958, Love opted to leave Kentucky State University
for the military. Love spent three years in the service, and spent considerable time at Fort Devers in Boston and
Bavaria, Germany, where he became the battalion photographer. Love left the military in 1961 and returned to his
home in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Love worked as an orderly at a V.A. hospital for several years until 1964, when he was recruited to work on vice
president Hubert Humphrey's personal defense team. The next year, Love became a real estate appraiser for
World Savings, where he also worked as a housing consultant for the Urban League. Love worked in real estate
for nearly a decade, primarily as a housing coordinator of land-based properties in Dade County, Florida. There,
he acquired his first experiences in journalism as an editor for the community newsletter.

Love moved to Westwood, California, in 1985. There, he continued working in real estate and also became an
advisor for black businesses. Encouraged by the success of the African American 'Denver Times', Love surveyed
the community to gauge support for a black newspaper. After receiving largely positive responses, he established
'The Long Beach Times'. Singlehandedly writing, editing and publishing the newspaper, Love focused on giving
African Americans a voice by including the names of political representatives and city council members and
listing their contact information in each issue.

Love continues to publish 'The Long Beach Times' and each edition of the bi-weekly newspaper reaches an



Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers ® Video Oral History with Richard Love

file:///C|/Users/dj/Dropbox/THM/EAC%20Files/A2002_210_Love_Richard_EAD.html[1/21/2013 5:21:32 PM]

estimated 30,000 readers. In the early 1990s, he founded the Long Beach Chapter of African American
Commerce. A member of the NAACP and advocate of black business development, Love is a devoted leader of
the Long Beach community.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Richard Love was conducted by Larry Crowe on November 19, 2002, in Long
Beach, California, and was recorded on 5 Betacam SP videocassettes. Newspaper editor and newspaper publishing
chief executive Richard Love (1938 - ) ia an advocate of black business development and a devoted leader in his
community where he founded The Long Beach Times.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Love, Richard

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Love, Richard--Interviews
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Authors and publishers--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

The Long Beach Times

HistoryMakers® Category:

MediaMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Richard Love, November 19, 2002. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 1/21/2013 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The
finding aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History
Cataloging Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, November 19, 2002
Video Oral History Interview with Richard Love, Section A2002_210_001_001, TRT: 0:28:45
2002/11/19
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Richard Love was born on June 24, 1938 in Hahira, GA to Roosevelt Alexander
and Ophelia Love. Hahira is a rural farm community located in Lowndes
County Georgia. Both sets of Love’s grandparents were direct descendants of
slaves who managed to positively contribute to their communities. Love’s
family moved to St. Petersburg, FL when his father was discharged from the
United States Marine Corp. Love’s father was the first federally employed
black mail carrier in St. Petersburg FL. Love’s mother taught school and
worked as a supervisor for the school lunch program. Love would spend
summers working in the fields with his extended family in Hahira, GA. In
school, Love excelled academically and athletically. He was chosen to join the
Brooklyn Dodgers farm team in 1957 but his mother made him turn it down so
that he could develop his other talents.
African American families--Georgia.
Slavery--America--History.
Lowndes County (Ga.)
Saint Petersburg (Fla.)--Social conditions.

Video Oral History Interview with Richard Love, Section A2002_210_001_002, TRT: 0:29:25
2002/11/19

Richard Love attended first through twelfth grade in Hahira, Georgia.
Subsequently, he attended the historically black Kentucky State College. When
the college began to admit white students, Love participated in the torching of
the school gym and left the institution. From there he enlisted in the United
States Army and served in Germany for three years. Although Love
experienced racism in the military, he made great friends while living in
Schwäbisch Gmünd, Germany. When he returned to the states, he worked as an
orderly at Mercy Hospital in St. Petersburg, Florida. From there he began his
career with the federal government in the Veteran’s Administration hospital. He
also worked on the security team for vice president Hubert Humphrey when he
visited Florida. For twenty years worked in some form of government housing
administration in Colorado and California before he started his newspaper in
Long Beach, California.
African American students--Georgia.
Humphrey, Hubert H. (Hubert Horatio), 1911-1978.
Kentucky State College (Frankfort, Ky.).
United States--Armed Forces--African Americans.
Schwäbisch Gmünd (Germany)

Video Oral History Interview with Richard Love, Section A2002_210_001_003, TRT: 0:30:35
2002/11/19

Richard Love arrived in Long Beach, California in 1985, when he founded The
Long Beach Times newspaper. The newspaper is the only publication in Long
Beach that presents information from an African American perspective. The
newspaper has three major components in its mission statement; family
reunification, excellence in education and promoting business development.
The Long Beach Times’ has 30,000 readers every week and there are 3,000
people on the mailing list. He also founded the Long Beach Black Chamber of
Commerce. Love candidly discusses black leadership organizations like the
NAACP, urban renewal, economic development, discrimination in advertising.
Love also reflects on the advice that his parents gave him about networking and
building community, which he has instilled in his own children.
Long Beach (Calif.)--Social life and customs.
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Long Beach (Calif.)--Newspapers.
NAACP. Long Beach chapter.

Video Oral History Interview with Richard Love, Section A2002_210_001_004, TRT: 0:29:30
2002/11/19

Love comments that the black community has changed over the past thirty
years. Although, Love is a big proponent of inclusion rather than separatism, he
sees that integration in business and housing has made the black community
weaker. Love’s good friend, Dr. Carl Cohn, was the superintendent of Long
Beach Unified School District for twelve years, and shares some of Love’s
concerns for the future of black America. Love places the blame on the leaders
of black churches for demonstrating extravagant lifestyles and not promoting
economic development for their parishioners. He says that black people are
intimidated by each other and make erroneous judgments based on their
perceptions. Love admits that his communication style can be abrasive to some
people but he cannot help expressing himself based on what he has observed in
his lifetime.
Cohn, Carl A.
African American churches--California--Los Angeles.
Invective—United States—Psychological aspects.
United States--Race relations.
African Americans--Economic conditions.

Video Oral History Interview with Richard Love, Section A2002_210_001_005, TRT: 0:11:30
2002/11/19

Richard Love describes personal photographs.
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