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Finding Aid to The HistoryMakers ® Video Oral History with Louis
Dinwiddie

Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Dinwiddie, Louis
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Louis Dinwiddie,
Dates: July 29, 2002
Bulk Dates: 2002
Physical Description: 3 Betacam SP videocassettes (1:25:08).
Abstract: Radio entrepreneur Louis Dinwiddie (1935 - ) owned the first black radio stations in

Fort Wayne, Indiana. Dinwiddie started a cable radio station from the ground up and
later made it an FM station. WJFX broadcasts urban programming. Dinwiddie was
interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on July 29, 2002, in Fort Wayne, Indiana. This
collection is comprised of the original video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2002_195
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Pioneering radio broadcaster Louis Dinwiddie was born on October 29, 1935, in St. Louis, Missouri, and grew up
as an only child in Fort Wayne, Indiana. His father, James Arthur Dinwiddie, was a trumpet and saxophone
player who traveled all over the country.

The only African American in his parochial school, Dinwiddie helped lead Central Catholic High School to a
state championship in 1950. He spent four years in the United States Air Force after graduating and then moved
back to Fort Wayne. After working in a steel mill for over six years, he sold insurance for Chicago Metropolitan
Life. Enjoying sales, Dinwiddie moved into retail. He opened a clothing store in 1970 that successfully catered to
both blacks and whites, selling trend-setting fashions for years. However, a bank denied him a loan to buy his fall
merchandise, forcing Dinwiddie to close the shop.

The booming cable television industry inspired him to learn about cable radio and he entered the industry
headfirst. The station's urban format included gospel music on Sunday mornings, blues on Saturday afternoons,
heavy soul and news geared to an African American audience. In 1990, the station that Dinwiddie built from the
ground up switched from cable to an FM frequency. WJFX continued to broadcast the original urban
programming until 1999, when Dinwiddie sold it. Now retired, Dinwiddie still lives in Fort Wayne.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Louis Dinwiddie was conducted by Larry Crowe on July 29, 2002, in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, and was recorded on 3 Betacam SP videocassettes. Radio entrepreneur Louis Dinwiddie (1935 - )
owned the first black radio stations in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Dinwiddie started a cable radio station from the
ground up and later made it an FM station. WJFX broadcasts urban programming.
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Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview,
as well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server
and in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding
aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Louis Dinwiddie

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)

Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Louis Dinwiddie--Interviews

African American radio broadcasters--Interviews

African American businesspeople--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection
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WJFX

HistoryMakers® Category:

MediaMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Louis Dinwiddie, July 29, 2002. The
HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 7/2/2012 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging
Manual (Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing
the interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage, July 29, 2002
Video Oral History Interview with Louis Dinwiddie, Section A2002_195_001_001, TRT: 0:29:30
2002/07/29

Louis Dinwiddie discusses what he knows of his family history and describes
his experiences being raised in a black community in the now defunct Westville
area of Ft. Wayne, Indiana. Dinwiddie was an only child born on October 29,
1935, in St. Louis, Missouri, to James and Mary Dinwiddie. While Dinwiddie
has fond memories of his childhood, he recognizes that there were no
successful African American role models in positions of authority in his town
during that period. Fortunately, he was awarded an athletic scholarship to
Central Catholic High School where he received a great education and also
won the 1950 state football championship.
African Americans--Indiana--Fort Wayne--History--20th century.
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African Americans--Indiana--Fort Wayne--social life and customs.
African American families--Social life and customs.
Education, Secondary--United States--History--20th century.
School sports.

Video Oral History Interview with Louis Dinwiddie, Section A2002_195_001_002, TRT: 0:29:40
2002/07/29

Louis Dinwiddie discusses employment after high school. He joined the Air
Force for four years where he met his wife. After an honorable discharge from
the Air Force in 1956, Dinwiddie worked in a steel mill before selling insurance
and clothing. A government program and his experience as a retail clothing
salesman led Dinwiddie to open his own business in 1970, Louis D’s Clothing
Store. When that business declined after ten years, Dinwiddie opened the first
urban cable radio station in Ft. Wayne, Indiana.
African American businesspeople--History--20th century.
Fort Wayne (Ind.)--History--20th century.
Fashion merchandising--History--20th century.
Radio broadcasting--Indiana--History.

Video Oral History Interview with Louis Dinwiddie, Section A2002_195_001_003, TRT: 0:25:58
2002/07/29

Louis Dinwiddie discusses his career in cable and FM radio and his preference
for urban radio. Dinwiddie explains why he sold his radio station in 1999 and
how he likes retirement. He then discusses his hopes and aspirations for the
black community, what he wants his legacy to be, and how he wants to be
remembered. Dinwiddie ends the interview with information about his wife and
children.
Radio broadcasting--Indiana--History.
African American radio stations--Indiana--Fort Wayne.
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