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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Kenny Gamble

person

Gamble, Kenny
Alternative Names: Kenny Gamble;

Life Dates: August 11, 1943-

Place of Birth: philadelphia, pennsylvania, UsA

Work: philadelphia, pA

Occupations: Lyricist;

Biographical Note

singer, songwriter, and producer, Kenny Gamble, was born on August 11, 1943, in
philadelphia, pennsylvania. Gamble got his start in the music industry in the early
1960s as a member of a band called the romeos. From performing, Gamble eventually
switched to song writing and producing alongside colleague Leon Huff; the partnership
lasted over three decades. Through song writing, Gamble explored the themes of social
change and empowerment of inner city inhabitants. Gamble and Huff became known
for originating the philly soul sound, a popular genre of the 1970s. Gamble and Huff's
hits include: "expressway to Your Heart," "only the strong survive," "Me and Mrs.
Jones," "If You Don't Know Me By now," "Back stabbers," "Love Train" and "Ain't
no stoppin' Us now."

In the 1970s, Gamble began to purchase run-down houses, beginning with his own
childhood home, to improve conditions in blighted areas. By the early 1990s, Gamble
had purchased over one hundred abandoned homes; he and his wife then moved from
the suburbs back into the inner city neighborhood in south philadelphia where he had
grown up in order to help rebuild the community.

Gamble founded the nonprofit Universal Companies to establish a workforce
development center offering adult education and job training to individuals of all skill
levels; a construction company to provide training and jobs; a business support center; a
charter school; and other entities aimed at empowering the inner city and its residents.
Gamble also founded a nonprofit community development corporation, Universal
Community Homes, to provide low- and moderate-income families in philadelphia with
freshly-built or refurbished homes at affordable prices. The community revitalization
programs Gamble launched and nurtured created hundreds of jobs; well over one
hundred and twenty homes that have been constructed or renovated; and developed
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over 70,000 square feet of commercial space to support local needs. Gamble received
various awards and honors for his work and dedication to the community.

Related Entries

Franklin School of Science & Arts [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

[EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1967 to ?]

Composer, Songwriter

universal Companies, Inc. [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1991 to ?]

Founder, president
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