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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable Dorothy Jackson

person

Jackson, Dorothy, 1933-
Alternative Names: The Honorable Dorothy Jackson;

Life Dates: november 9, 1933-october 24, 2021

Place of Birth: Akron, ohio, UsA

Residence: Fairlawn, oH

Occupations: City Government official

Biographical Note

Dorothy ola Jackson stands as a respected pillar of the ohio political landscape. Just
prior to her birth, her family uprooted itself from dustbowl-ravaged oklahoma to settle
in Akron, ohio. Born in Akron, on november 9, 1933, Dorothy was the youngest of
seven children. she attended Akron's robinson elementary school and east High,
where she graduated in 1951.

After high school, Jackson worked in a local grocery store and attended night classes at
the Actual Business College. Forced to quit her job and drop out of classes when her
mother became ill, Dorothy spent the subsequent four years caring for her mother, who
died in 1952, and brother, who died in 1956. Following the sudden death of her father
in 1957 from a fatal heart attack, Dorothy took a position as a secretary for the
Goodwill Industries. While working with the Goodwill, Jackson learned sign language
and worked to assist disabled workers. It was during this time that Jackson developed a
deep sense of dedication to issues that concerned the disabled. she quickly rose through
the ranks from secretary to assistant public relations director.

After twelve years with Goodwill, Jackson left to begin her sixteen-year career with the
Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority as the social and tenant services administrator.
By working to bring programs of fun and education to the residents, and providing a
high level of personalized tenant care Jackson transformed the agency. she understood
that providing housing was only the first step, providing a sense of community was the
next. In 1984, Jackson was nominated for deputy mayor for the City of Akron.

In her role as deputy mayor, Jackson has been a tireless social activist. she has given
her voice and support to issues that concern the poor and disabled. she is the recipient
of many awards and honors including the Women in History Week Woman of the Year,
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the United Way Distinguished service Award and the Bert A. polsky Humanitarian
Award.

Jackson passed away on october 24, 2021.

Related Entries

East High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

diploma

Hammel Actual Business College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Akron university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Gallaudet university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Kent State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Robinson Community Learning Center [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Goodwille Industries [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1957 to 1969]

secretary, assistant public relations director

Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1969 to 1984]

social and tenant services administrator

City of Akron, Ohio [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1984 to ?]

Deputy Mayor
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