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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Edward Smith, Sr.

person

smith, edward n.
Alternative Names: edward smith, sr.;

Life Dates: september 19, 1930-

Place of Birth: Detroit, Michigan, UsA

Residence: Ft. Wayne, In

Occupations: City Attorney

Biographical Note

edward neil smith was born on september 19, 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. He spent
much of his life in Indiana, where he earned an excellent reputation in the legal
profession.

After graduating from Crispus Attucks High school in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1949,
smith worked as a core maker at American Foundry. He served as a caseworker for the
county welfare agency in 1956 and worked his way through Indiana Central College.
Majoring in government and business, he received his bachelor's degree in 1958. In
1961, smith earned a Doctor of Law degree from Indiana University school of Law.
That year, he began serving as a deputy attorney general for the state of Indiana. He
was appointed deputy prosecutor for Allen County in 1962. The same year, he served as
associate attorney for the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana and began practicing privately.
He served for 12 years as attorney for the Wayne Township Trustee in Allen County,
Indiana.

smith studied through the University of nevada in reno, receiving certification from
the national College of Advocacy in advanced civil and criminal trial advocacy in
1975. In 1978, the national Judicial College of the same university accredited him in
administrative law procedure. smith served as the state chairman of the Indiana Black
republican Council. He also served for four years as a board member of the Fort
Wayne Metropolitan Human relations Commission, a committee focused on civil
rights, and as director for the northeast Indiana radio reading service, an organization
that aids the blind. He and his wife, edna, have four adult children: Alice, Linda,
edward and Charles.
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