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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Carrie L. Davis

person

Davis, Carrie Lapsky 1944-
Alternative Names: Carrie L. Davis;

Life Dates: May 24, 1944-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Work: Chicago, IL

Occupations: Fashion entrepreneur

Biographical Note

Carrie Lapsky Davis, an educator, clothing boutique owner and realtor, has been a
community activist and worker in the political process since her days as a college girl
participating in the Civil rights Movement.

Born May 24, 1944 in Chicago, Davis' father was a physician and surgeon. However,
Davis was raised in port Gibson, Mississippi by her grandparents who owned a dairy.
Davis graduated from Tougaloo College in Tougaloo, Mississippi in 1964, the same
year she married fellow Tougaloo graduate, James W. Davis, a CpA.

Coming to Chicago in 1968, Davis became a teacher. In 1973, she earned a master's
degree in education from northwestern University. opting for the business world,
Davis opened Cari's Designer Fashions in 1988, which enabled her to travel the world
in search of unique women's clothes. Closing the business ten years later, Davis worked
as a Headstart administrator for the Chicago public school system.

A tireless fund-raiser, Davis worked on the campaign to elect Harold Washington,
Chicago's first black mayor. she also gained finanicial support for Illinois Attorney
General roland Burris' and senator Carol Mosely-Braun's campaigns.

Davis is a lifetime member of the nAACp and a member of operation push. she was a
founder of the Lake shore Links, a member of the Chicago society of Mannequins and
the Chicago Art Institute, Tougaloo College Alumni and Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority.
In 1999, she was elected to the Tougaloo Hall of Fame.
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The Davises are residents of Chicago's Hyde park. They have two sons: stephen, a
lawyer and investment banker, and Christopher, a Wall street trader.

Related Entries

Tougaloo College [sTuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.s.

Northeastern Illinois university [sTuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.s.

Chicago Public schools [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1952 to 1994]

Head start Administrator

Cari's Designer fashions [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1995 to 2006]

founder

NAACP [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Operation PusH (u.s.) [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Alpha Kappa Alpha [MEMBEROf]
[from 1961 to ?]

Member
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