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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable Charles Morrow,
III

person

Morrow, Charles, III, 1956-
Alternative Names: The Honorable Charles Morrow, III;

Life Dates: July 21, 1956-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Work: springfield, IL

Occupations: state representative

Biographical Note

Charles Gay Morrow III was born on July 21, 1956 in Chicago, Illinois. His mother
worked for the Chicago Housing Authority for twenty-six years, and his father was an
assistant to Illinois representative raymond ewell. The oldest of two children, Morrow
attended De La salle High school and was an honor student despite suffering from a
speech impediment. In 1974, he entered the Illinois Institute of Technology, which at
the time had only sixty-seven African American students.

Upon graduation, peoples Gas and the Coca-Cola Company hired Morrow, where he
worked for eighteen years. Then Morrow worked for the Metropolitan sanitary District
of Chicago. Morrow's interest and expertise in sanitation and public works made him a
viable political candidate and would shape the focus of his political career.

Despite opposition by then-mayor eugene sawyer, Morrow was elected to the Illinois
House of representatives in 1986 from the 26th District. since then, Morrow has acted
as chairman of the Appropriations-public safety Committee, co-chair of the Legislative
printing Unit and the vice-chairman of the public Utilities Committee. A participant in
the national Conference of Black Legislators, Morrow also finds time for membership
in his neighborhood block club. on July 17, 1993, Charles Morrow married sherri
Harris. They are the parents of three sons, named Charles Jr., Michael and stephen.
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Martha M. Ruggles Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Carter G. Woodson South Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Kindergarten

De La Salle Institute [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Illinois Institute of Technology [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Harold Washington College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

De La Salle Institute [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Metropolitan Sanitary District [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1975 to 1976]

Peoples Gas Light & Coke Co. [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1977 to 1996]

Customer Service Representative
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