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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable Monique Davis

person

Davis, Monique, 1936-
Alternative Names: The Honorable Monique Davis;

Life Dates: August 19, 1936-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Chicago, Illinois

Occupations: state representative

Biographical Note

Monique Dionne Davis was born August 19, 1936, in Chicago, Illinois to James and
Constance McKay. After graduating from Calumet High school at age sixteen, Davis
attended one semester at Chicago state University, leaving to get married and move to
Denver, Colorado. After having two children, robert and Monique, Davis returned to
Chicago state University and received her bachelor’s degree in elementary education in
1966, and later her master’s degree in guidance and supervision. Davis also went on to
earn graduate hours in administration supervision and special education, as well as
credits toward her doctoral degree in administration and supervision from roosevelt
University.

Davis first worked in education in the Chicago public school system where she taught
for eighteen years. she later served as an administrator for the Chicago Board of
education, and a training specialist for City Colleges of Chicago.

Davis’ political career began as a volunteer to Democratic candidates Gus savage,
Monica Faith stewart and Harold Washington. In 1987, Davis was elected to the
Illinois General Assembly, where she has served since. she has served as chair of the
Insurance Committee, vice chair of Financial Institutions, member of the
Appropriations – General services Committee, Appropriations – Higher education
Committee, elementary & secondary education Committee, state Government
Committee, The Amistad Commission, racial profiling prevention and Data oversight
Board, and co-chairperson of the Commission to end Disparities Facing the African
American Community.

Davis has received several awards, including Teacher of the Year from the Gresham
elementary school, Teacher Who Makes a Difference from the Center for new
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schools, and excellent Legislator from operation pUsH and the Department of Aging.

Davis is a member of Trinity United Church of Christ, Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority,
Inc., nAACp, and operation pUsH. she is the mother of two, grandmother of four, and
great-grandmother of seven.

Monique Davis was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on July 7, 2000.

Related Entries

Gillespie Elem School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Calumet Career Prep Academy High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Chicago State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

DePaul university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Del farm Grocery Store [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1954 to 1958]

Cashier

Chicago Public Schools [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1967 to 2005]

Teacher and Administrator

Illinois General Assembly [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1986 to ?]

State Representative

Operation PuSH (u.S.) [MEMBEROf]
[from 1990 to 1996]

Member

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) [MEMBEROf]
[from 2005 to ?]

Member

Phi Delta Kappa fraternity, International [MEMBEROf]
[from 2005 to 2011]

Member

Chicago Area Alliance of Black School Educators [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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Trinity united Church of Christ [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Chicago Teachers union [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

[MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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