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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Lester McKeever

person

McKeever, Lester H., 1934-
Alternative Names: Lester McKeever;

Life Dates: June 15, 1934-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Chicago, Illinois

Work: Chicago, Illinois

Occupations: Accountant

Biographical Note

Lester McKeever was born on June 15, 1934, in Chicago and was raised in the city.
McKeever graduated from Douglas elementary school and Wendell phillips High
school. He was educated at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and studied
law at the Illinois Institute of Technology-Chicago Kent College of Law.

After law school, McKeever joined the accounting firm of Washington & pittman, thus
beginning a long career. In 1976, McKeever was elected to Washington & pittman's
Board of Directors as a managing partner and eventually the firm was renamed
Washington, pittman & McKeever. A passionate civic leader, McKeever has served on
the Finance Committee under Chicago mayors Harold Washington and richard M.
Daley. In 1997, he made history when he was appointed chairman of the Federal
reserve Bank of Chicago. With this position he oversees bank operations in Chicago.

In 1993, McKeever was elected to the Illinois Institute of Technology's Board of
Directors. McKeever is also the treasurer of the University of Illinois Board of Trustee.
McKeever has served as board chairman for the Chicago Urban League and is an active
member of the Metropolitan planning Council and the neighborhood Institute
Development Corporation. His wife, nancy, is a former Chicago public school teacher.
They have two children, steven and susan, both of whom are lawyers.

Related Entries

Daniel Webster Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
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[from ? to ?]

John J. Pershing West Middle School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Wendell Phillips Academy High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

university of Illinois at Chicago [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

[EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

CPA

Washington & Pittman [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1998 to 2004]

Washington, Pittman & McKeever [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1969 to 1971]

Partner

Washington & Pittman [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1976 to ?]

Managing Partner

federal Reserve Bank of Chicago [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1997 to ?]

Chairman
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