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BornJune 10, 1954 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Julieanna
L. Richardson created a unigue path to heading up the
largest national collection effart of African American video
aral histories on record. With a diverse hackground in
theatre, television production and the cable television
industries, she combined hervarious work experiences
and het passion for history to conceptualize, found and
huild The Histondfakers.

Education

Richardson graduated from Brandeis University in 1976 with a B.A. in Theatre Ars and American
Studies. [twas during her studies at Brandeis that she first experienced the power of aral history,
while conducting independent research on the Harlem Renaissance. While exploring the collections
ofthe Schombury Center for Research in Black Culture in Mew York City, Richardsan intervewed
Butterfly MeQueen and Lee Whipper as part of her project. Having access to these poignant life
staries "made the histary really come alive for me," says Richardson. From this early exposure, the
seeds for The Histondfakers project first took root

Career

Richardson received her J.0. in 1880 from Harvard Law School. She worked as a corporate lawyer at
Jenner & Block prior io serving in the early 1980s as the Cahle Administrator for the City of Chicago's
Office of Gable Communications. There she established the Chicago Cable Commission, the City's
regulatory bady. She went an to found Shop Chicago, a regionally based home shopping channel. Far
eightyears, her praduction company, SCTH Teleproductions, managed three local cakle channels for
Tl the nation's largest cable operator. SCTH Teleproductions served as the production arm for
C-SPAM. Iis clients also included GATX, Peoples Energy, ESFR, the Economic Club of Chicago,
ATET Broadband, and Prime Cable.

The History Makers

The Histonafzfers is a national, 501 (c){3) non-profit educational institution hased in Chicago,
committed to preserving, developing and providing easy access to an internationally recognized,
archival collection of thousands of Afiican American video oral histaries. Richardson serves as the
Founder and Executive Director of The Histonakers.

Richardson founded The HistonMaiersin 1999 which over seven yvears has guickly grown into a
vibrant national initiative. The goal of The Histondfakers is to create, aver a five year period, a unigque,
one-of-a-kind national video archive of 5,000 first person narratives of African American
Histondfakers, both well known and unsung. This would represent the single largest archival project
ofits kind since the recording of forrner slaves during the WPA period ofthe 19305, The purpose of
this archive is to educate and to show the breadth and depth of this important American history as told
by the first person; to highlight the accomplishments of individual Aftican Americans across a vatiety
of disciplines; to showease those wha have plaved a role in Aftican American led movements and/ar
organizations; and to preserve this material for years and generations to come, creating a priceless
collection. The Histordaiers website can be found atwwnw thehistorvmakers. corm.

Julieanna Richardsaon resides in Chicaga. The University of lllinois at Chicago's Great Cities Institute
recently named Julieanna Richardsaon the first Vernon D. Jarrett Fellow.
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Elected...

[HECU Presidents] Dr. Hazo . Carter JrWest
Wirg...

Dr. Wendy Carter: UMD's PROMISE Program
Coordinata...

[Update] Marvin Lynn: Examining How
Teachers Feel

Keith L. Black, MD - Chairman and Professar,
Depat..

[HECL Presidents] Dr. Billy C. Hawkins:
Talladega...

Alondra Oubre: Medical Anthropologist
REFOST: A Bronx Mix: Mixtapes Then and Mow
(from F...

Dr. Rick Kittles: Biologist, Specializes in
Hurman...

Mtozake Shange: Playwright- For Colored Girls
wihio

Sara Dunlap Jackson: One ofthe 1st Black
Archivis..
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