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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Barbara Seals Nevergold

person

nevergold, Barbara seals
Alternative Names: Barbara seals nevergold;

Life Dates: April 19, 1944-

Place of Birth: Alexandria, Louisiana, UsA

Residence: Buffalo, nY

Work: Buffalo, nY

Occupations: nonprofit executive

Biographical Note

nonprofit executive Barbara seals nevergold was born on April 19, 1944 in
Alexandria, Louisiana to Willie B. and Clara ellis seals. A graduate of Buffalo, new
York public schools, she received her B.s. degree in French education from Buffalo
state College, and M.ed. degrees in French education and counseling education from
University at Buffalo. seals nevergold obtained her ph.D. degree in counseling
education from the University at Buffalo. she also studied French at Laval University
in Quebec, Canada and University of Dijon in Dijon, France.

she began her career as a French teacher and worked as a guidance counselor in the
Buffalo school system. she served in management roles at educational and non-profit
organizations including as executive director of niagara Frontier Association for sickle
Cell Disease, Inc.; vice president for Children's services at Friendship House of
Western new York, Inc.; chief executive officer of planned parenthood of Buffalo and
erie County, Inc.; regional director for Berkshire Farm Center and director of student
support services at University of Buffalo's educational opportunity Center. she held
adjunct instructional positions at empire state College and University at Buffalo.

In 1999, she co-founded with Dr. peggy Brooks-Bertram, The Uncrowned Queens
Institute, to promote the collection and dissemination of the individual and collective
histories of African American women and their organizations. In 2019, the Institute
observed its second decade of researching, documenting and preserving the regional
history of Western new York’s and oklahoma’s African American communities. The
Institute’s website is found at (www.uncrownedcommunitybuilders.com). From 2012–
2019, seals nevergold served on the Buffalo Board of education; four of those years as
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president.

she authored several articles and books including: An Uncrowned Hero: The Untold
story of James Benjamin parker, 2018; The power of the pen: Crusading Journalist A.J.
smitherman Gave a Voice to His people, 2013; nevergold, Barbara A. seals and
Bertram, peggy Brooks, editors. Go Tell Michelle: African American women write to
the new First Lady, 2009; nevergold and Brooks-Bertram, Uncrowned Community
Builders: preserving regional History, one person at a Time; nevergold, Barbara A.
seals and Bertram, peggy Brooks. Uncrowned Queens: African American Community
Builders series, Vols. 1- 4, 2002-2007.

she has served on numerous local and national boards, including The Council of Great
City schools, nYs Conference Big Five school Districts; planned parenthood
Federation of America and Buffalo psychiatric Center. she has held memberships in
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, Inc., erie County Chapter of the Links, Inc., and st. John
Baptist Church. seals nevergold has received numerous awards including: Buffalo
state College Distinguished Alumnus; Letitia Woods Brown Memorial Book Award for
Go, Tell Michelle; nYs Governor’s Women of excellence Award; erie County Bar
Association, special Justice Award; Western new York Women’s Hall of Fame; nYs
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Award; national Women’s Hall of Fame,
Keeper of the Flame Award; Community service Award Buffalo Chapter nAACp.

seals nevergold and her husband paul r. nevergold have two adult children, Alanna
and Kyle.

Barbara seals nevergold was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 21, 2018.
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