Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Rick Jennings

PERSON

Jennings, Rick, 1953-

Alternative Names: Rick Jennings;
Life Dates: April 17, 1953-

Place of Birth: Houston, Texas, USA
Residence: Sacramento, CA

Work: Sacramento, CA
Occupations: City Council Member
Biographical Note

Nonprofit executive and government official Rick Jennings was born on April 17, 1953
in Houston, Texas to Clara J. Hopkins and Richard Jennings. Jennings was raised in
Washington D.C. by his mother and stepfather, Estis Jack Hopkins. He graduated from
Calvin Coolidge High School in 1972, and received an athletic scholarship to attend the
University of Maryland, College Park. Jennings graduated with his B.A. degree in
criminal justice in 1976.

Upon graduating in 1976, Jennings was drafted by the Oakland Raiders, and played
with them in Super Bowl XI, but retired from professional football in 1977, after two
seasons. In 1980, Jennings was hired as a sales representative at the Xerox Corporation,
and was promoted to regional sales manager in 1990. In 1992, he became the chief
executive officer of St. Hope Academy. Jennings was elected to serve on the
Sacramento Unified City School Board in 1996; and the next year, Jennings served as
the chief executive officer and executive director of the Center for Fathers and
Families, a nonprofit organization offering parenting classes and mentoring programs in
Sacramento. As executive director, Jennings launched the Making After School Time
Rich and Rewarding (MASTERS) program and the Check In/Check Out program.
Jennings was re-elected to the Sacramento Unified City School board of directors in
2000, and again in 2004. In 2014, he was elected to represent district seven on the
Sacramento City Council. Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson appointed Jennings to
serve on the Law and Legislation Committee and the Budget and Legislation
Committee. He was also appointed to represent the City of Sacramento with The
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency, the Sacramento Public Library Authority, the
Sacramento Regional Transit Authority, the Regional Water Authority, and the
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Sacramento Groundwater Authority. In 2016, Jennings was named Vice Mayor of
Sacramento.

Jennings served on the board of directors of the Sacramento Sports Commission and the
Wells Fargo Advisory Board. He also served on the board of the Los Rios Advisory
Foundation. In 2017, Jennings was named a Dream All-Star by the Sacramento Kings.

Jennings and his wife, Cassandra Jennings, have two children, TJ and Asha.

Rick Jennings was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 5, 2018.

Related Entries

Shepherd Elementary School [sTupENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Paul Public Charter School [sSTUDENTOF]
[from ? to 7]

Calvin Coolidge Senior High School [sTUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

University of Maryland [STUDENTOF]
[from ? to 7]

Various D.C. Papers [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 1961 to 1966]
Delivery Boy

Oakland Raiders Football [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 1976 to 1979]

Running back

United California Bank [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 1979 to 1980]

Loan Officer

Xerox Corporation [evirioverOx]
[from 1980 to 1992]

District Manager

St. HOPE Academy [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 1992 to 1997]

CEO

Fathers & Families Center [cvirLoveeOF]
[from 1997 to 7]

CEO and President
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City of Sacramento [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 2014 to 7]

City Council Member
St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church [veveerOr|
[from ? to ?]
Calvin Coolidge Alumni [vieviserOF|
[from 1972 to 7]
Member

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity [vievserOr]
[from 1976 to 7]

Member

Sacramento Area Black Golf Club [veverOF]
[from 1986 to 7]

Tournament Director and Former President

American Leadership Forum [vieviserOr]
[from 1999 to 7]

Member
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