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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Paul Riser, Sr.

person

riser, paul
Alternative Names: paul riser, sr.;

Life Dates: september 11, 1943-

Place of Birth: Detroit, Michigan, UsA

Residence: Detroit, MI

Occupations: Musician; Music Arranger

Biographical Note

Musician and music arranger paul riser, sr. was born on september 11, 1943 in
Detroit, Michigan. riser attended Keating elementary school in Detroit, where he
began to develop an interest in music. riser later enrolled at Cass Technical High
school in Detroit, where he studied classical and jazz trombone, as well as musical
theory. At Cass Technical High school, he was mentored and encouraged by people
such as Dr. Harold Arnoldi and Dr. Harry Begian. He graduated from Cass Technical
High school in 1961.

After graduation, riser began working as a session musician playing trombonist with
The Funk Brothers at Motown records. By 1963, Berry Gordy, the founder of Motown
records, chose riser to work as a music arranger at Motown records. He worked on a
number of Motown hits during his tenure, including “ I Heard It Through the
Grapevine” by Marvin Gaye, ”My Girl” by The Temptations, “My Cherie Amour” by
stevie Wonder, “Ain’t no Mountain High enough” by Diana ross, "If I Were Your
Woman" by Gladys Knight & The pips, "reach out and Touch (somebody's Hand)”
written by Ashford and simpson as performed by Diana ross, and “The Tears of a
Clown” by smokey robinson & The Miracles. Following his departure from Motown
records in 1973, paul riser continued to arrange songs for popular artists. He has
worked with artists such as Quincy Jones, The Carpenters, Carly simon, Aretha
Franklin, patti LaBelle, and phil Collins. In 2003, riser arranged music for r. Kelly’s
fifth studio album, Chocolate Factory. The album debuted at number one on the U.s.
Billboard 200 chart and sold over three million copies worldwide.

In 1972, riser won a Grammy Award for “Best r&B Instrumental performance” for
the song “papa Was A rollin’ stone” by The Temptations. He was nominated for
another Grammy Award in 1982, for “Best Instrumental Arrangement Accompanying
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Vocals” for the song “Do I Do”, which was performed by stevie Wonder. In 2009,
riser was inducted into the Musicians Hall of Fame and Museum.

riser and his wife have a son, paul riser, Jr.

paul riser, sr. was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on october 16, 2017.
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