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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Gwendolyn Quinn

person

Quinn, Gwendolyn, 1960-
Alternative Names: Gwendolyn Quinn;

Life Dates: november 12, 1960-

Place of Birth: Augusta, Georgia, UsA

Residence: Clinton, MD

Work: Clinton, MD

Occupations: public relations expert

Biographical Note

public relations expert Gwendolyn Quinn was born on november 12, 1960 in Augusta,
Georgia to Queen esther Bradshaw and Lonnie edward Quinn. Quinn graduated from
potomac High school in oxon Hill, Maryland in 1978, and received her cosmetology
license from robert Fiance Beauty school in new York.

After graduating from high school, Quinn served as the personal assistant to recording
artist and performer, Gloria Gaynor. Quinn entered the music industry by joining the
television and radio staff at the American society of Composers, Authors and
publishers. she was then recruited as a personal assistant to Beverly Johnson, after
which she joined ABC-Capital Cities and worked for several years in positions related
to television development and production. In 1991, Quinn joined Mercury/polyGram as
its publicity coordinator. The company worked with artists such as Vanessa Williams,
oleta Adams, and Third World. she then joined Flavor Unit entertainment as the
national director of publicity, creating campaigns for artists such as naughty By nature,
Zhané, and Queen Latifah. Quinn was named national director of publicity and media
relations at Capitol records in 1995. Two years later, she worked as senior director of
publicity for Island records, and worked with the Isley Brothers, and Dru Hill, among
others. The following year, Quinn joined Arista records as senior director of publicity,
and organized campaigns for artists such as Aretha Franklin, Whitney Houston,
Deborah Cox, and Monica. When Arista records and Bad Boy entertainment launched
joint ventures, Quinn was responsible for the artists’ media campaigns. These artists
included p. Diddy, notorious B.I.G., Faith evans, and Mase. Quinn handled media and
press activities for the company. Quinn then returned to Capitol records as vice
president of publicity. In 2002, Quinn founded her own firm, GQ Media & public
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relations (now Gwendolyn Quinn public relations).

Quinn was the founder and creator of the African American public relations Collective
(AAprC) and the Global Communicator. she also was a contributor to souls revealed
and featured in Handle Your entertainment Business. she was the curator of The
Living Legends Foundation: The state of Black Music and Beyond, an essay series
published by the Huffington post.

Gwendolyn Quinn was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on March 29, 2017.

Related Entries

Draper Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Charles Hart Middle School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

frank W. Ballou Senior High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Potomac High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Robert fiance Hair Design Institute [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Capital Cities/ABC Inc. [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to 1991]

Coordinator, Television Department

flavor unit Entertainment [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to 1995]

Public Relations

Gloria Gaynor [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1980 to 1981]

Personal Hair Stylist

Vidal Sassoon [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1981 to 1983]

Stylist

American Society of Composers, Authors and, Publishers [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1983 to 1986]

Television Division, Royalty Payments

Beverly Johnson [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1986 to ?]
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Personal Assistant

Mercury/PolyGram Records [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1991 to 1993]

Black Music Division, Public Relations

Capitol Records, Inc. [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1995 to 1996]

National Director of Media and Public Relations

Island Records [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1996 to ?]

Public Relations

Arista Records [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1997 to 2001]

Public Relations

Capitol Records, Inc. [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 2001 to 2002]

Vice President of the Black Music Division

GQ Media and Public Relations Inc. [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 2002 to ?]

founder, owner

African American Public Relations Collective [MEMBEROf]
[from 2004 to ?]

founder
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