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Overview of the Collection

Repository: The HistoryMakers®1900 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616
info@thehistorymakers.com www.thehistorymakers.com

Creator: Singley, Carl E.
Title: The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley,
Dates: June 11, 2014
Bulk Dates: 2014
Physical Description: 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files (4:08:23).
Abstract: Lawyer and educator Carl Singley (1946 - ) Lawyer and educator Carl E. Singley (1946-

), of counsel to the law firm of Ciardi Ciardi & Astin, was a law professor at Temple
University from 1974 to 2004, and served as dean of the University’s law school from
1983 through 1987. Singley also founded the largest African American law firm in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and served in many public roles, including as special counsel
to the Philadelphia City Council. Singley was interviewed by The HistoryMakers® on
June 11, 2014, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This collection is comprised of the original
video footage of the interview.

Identification: A2014_167
Language: The interview and records are in English.

Biographical Note by The HistoryMakers®

Lawyer and educator Carl E. Singley was born in Alabama on March 21, 1946. In 1968, Singley graduated from
Talladega College with his B.A. degree. He went on to receive his J.D. degree from Temple University in 1972 and
his LL.M. degree from Yale Law School in 1974.

In 1974, Singley was hired as a law professor at Temple University and became a full professor at the age of thirty-
three. He then served as dean of Temple’s law school from 1983 through 1987. At the time of his appointment, he
was the first African American, the first Temple graduate and the youngest dean in the history of the law school.
He retired as professor emeritus in 2004. Singley taught Civil and Appellate Procedure; Evidence; Jurisprudence;
Legal Ethics; Municipal Finance; and State and Local Government Law. He has also authored and published
numerous articles and essays on a wide variety of subjects, including legal ethics, criminal justice, jury trials,
affirmative action, legal history, municipal finance, and leadership theory.

In 1987, Singley founded the largest African American law firm in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which he managed
for thirteen years before serving as a partner in two large Philadelphia law firms for eight years. Singley has been
counsel to the law firm of Ciardi Ciardi & Astin since 2009. He has represented major corporations in litigation
and transactional matters, and advised various local and state governments on a wide variety of federal, state, and
municipal law matters. Singley has litigated and argued cases on employment law, contracts/business law, tort
liability, libel law, constitutional law, and municipal law in various state and federal courts. He has also served in
many public roles, including as the first deputy city solicitor for the City of Philadelphia, special counsel to the
MOVE Commission, special counsel to the Philadelphia City Council, counsel to the Mayor of Philadelphia,
special counsel to SEPTA, counsel to the Pennsylvania Convention Center, and chairman of the Mayor’s
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Commission on Construction Industry Diversity. He is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and before the United
States Supreme Court.

Singley’s civic and board memberships have included the Pennsylvania Convention Center Authority, North Star
Bank, the Temple University Board of Trustees, the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia, PNC Bank Advisory
Board, the African American Museum in Philadelphia, the Zoological Society of Philadelphia, the Philadelphia
Center City District, the Urban League of Philadelphia, and the Military Assistance Project. His recent awards
include the A. Leon Higginbotham Award for Distinguished Service and the Thurgood Marshall Award; and he
was named Diversity Attorney of the Year by the Philadelphia Bar Association in 2009.

Carl Singley was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on June 11, 2014.

Scope and Content

This life oral history interview with Carl Singley was conducted by Larry Crowe on June 11, 2014, in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and was recorded on 9 uncompressed MOV digital video files. Lawyer and educator Carl Singley
(1946 - ) Lawyer and educator Carl E. Singley (1946- ), of counsel to the law firm of Ciardi Ciardi & Astin, was a
law professor at Temple University from 1974 to 2004, and served as dean of the University’s law school from
1983 through 1987. Singley also founded the largest African American law firm in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and
served in many public roles, including as special counsel to the Philadelphia City Council.

Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

Restrictions may be applied on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of The HistoryMakers®.

Restrictions on Use

All use of materials and use credits must be pre-approved by The HistoryMakers®. Appropriate credit must
be given. Copyright is held by The HistoryMakers®.

Related Material

Information about the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the interview, as
well as correspondence with the interview subject is stored electronically both on The HistoryMakers® server and
in two databases maintained by The HistoryMakers®, though this information is not included in this finding aid.

Controlled Access Terms

This interview collection is indexed under the following controlled access subject terms.

Persons:

Singley, Carl E.

Crowe, Larry (Interviewer)
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Stearns, Scott (Videographer)

Subjects:

African Americans--Interviews
Singley, Carl E.--Interviews

Organizations:

HistoryMakers® (Video oral history collection)

The HistoryMakers® African American Video Oral History Collection

Occupations:

Lawyer

Educator

HistoryMakers® Category:

LawMakers

Administrative Information

Custodial History

Interview footage was recorded by The HistoryMakers®. All rights to the interview have been transferred to
The HistoryMakers® by the interview subject through a signed interview release form. Signed interview
release forms have been deposited with Jenner & Block, LLP, Chicago.

Preferred Citation

The HistoryMakers® Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, June 11, 2014. The HistoryMakers®
African American Video Oral History Collection, 1900 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

Processing Information

This interview collection was processed and encoded on 5/30/2023 by The HistoryMakers® staff. The finding
aid was created adhering to the following standards: DACS, AACR2, and the Oral History Cataloging Manual
(Matters 1995).

Other Finding Aid

A Microsoft Access contact database and a FileMaker Pro tracking database, both maintained by The
HistoryMakers®, keep track of the administrative functions involved in scheduling, researching, and producing the
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interview.

Detailed Description of the Collection

Series I: Original Interview Footage
Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, Section A2014_167_001_001, TRT: 1:30:52 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, Section A2014_167_001_002, TRT: 2:29:20 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, Section A2014_167_001_003, TRT: 3:28:45 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, Section A2014_167_001_004, TRT: 4:29:45 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, Section A2014_167_001_005, TRT: 5:29:19 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, Section A2014_167_001_006, TRT: 6:29:45 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, Section A2014_167_001_007, TRT: 7:27:13 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, Section A2014_167_001_008, TRT: 8:28:23 ?
Video Oral History Interview with Carl Singley, Section A2014_167_001_009, TRT: 9:15:01 ?
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