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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Carl Singley

person

singley, Carl e.
Alternative Names: Carl singley;

Life Dates: March 21, 1946-

Place of Birth: Bessemer, Alabama, UsA

Residence: Apollo Beach, FL

Occupations: Lawyer; educator

Biographical Note

Lawyer and educator Carl e. singley was born in Alabama on March 21, 1946. In 1968,
singley graduated from Talladega College with his B.A. degree. He went on to receive
his J.D. degree from Temple University in 1972 and his LL.M. degree from Yale Law
school in 1974.

In 1974, singley was hired as a law professor at Temple University and became a full
professor at the age of thirty-three. He then served as dean of Temple’s law school from
1983 through 1987. At the time of his appointment, he was the first African American,
the first Temple graduate and the youngest dean in the history of the law school. He
retired as professor emeritus in 2004. singley taught Civil and Appellate procedure;
evidence; Jurisprudence; Legal ethics; Municipal Finance; and state and Local
Government Law. He has also authored and published numerous articles and essays on
a wide variety of subjects, including legal ethics, criminal justice, jury trials, affirmative
action, legal history, municipal finance, and leadership theory.

In 1987, singley founded the largest African American law firm in philadelphia,
pennsylvania, which he managed for thirteen years before serving as a partner in two
large philadelphia law firms for eight years. singley has been counsel to the law firm of
Ciardi Ciardi & Astin since 2009. He has represented major corporations in litigation
and transactional matters, and advised various local and state governments on a wide
variety of federal, state, and municipal law matters. singley has litigated and argued
cases on employment law, contracts/business law, tort liability, libel law, constitutional
law, and municipal law in various state and federal courts. He has also served in many
public roles, including as the first deputy city solicitor for the City of philadelphia,
special counsel to the MoVe Commission, special counsel to the philadelphia City
Council, counsel to the Mayor of philadelphia, special counsel to sepTA, counsel to
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the pennsylvania Convention Center, and chairman of the Mayor’s Commission on
Construction Industry Diversity. He is admitted to practice in pennsylvania and before
the United states supreme Court.

singley’s civic and board memberships have included the pennsylvania Convention
Center Authority, north star Bank, the Temple University Board of Trustees, the
Federal reserve Bank of philadelphia, pnC Bank Advisory Board, the African
American Museum in philadelphia, the Zoological society of philadelphia, the
philadelphia Center City District, the Urban League of philadelphia, and the Military
Assistance project. His recent awards include the A. Leon Higginbotham Award for
Distinguished service and the Thurgood Marshall Award; and he was named Diversity
Attorney of the Year by the philadelphia Bar Association in 2009.

Carl singley was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on June 11, 2014.

Related Entries

Red Ore Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Wenonah High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Southern Normal School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Diploma

Talladega College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Temple university Beasley School of Law [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

J.D.

Yale Law School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

LL.M

Detroit urban League [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1968 to 1969]

Director, Street Academy

Temple university Law School [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1972 to 1973]

Lecturer in Law

Temple university Law School [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1974 to 2004]
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Law Professor

City of Philadelphia [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1980 to 1982]

first Deputy City Solicitor

Temple university Law School [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1983 to 1987]

Dean of Law School

Singley & Associates Attorneys at Law [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 1987 to 2000]

Blank Rome [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 2000 to 2006]

Partner

Wolf Block [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 2006 to 2009]

Partner

Ciardi Ciardi & Astin [EMPLOYEEOf]
[from 2009 to ?]

Counsel

Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Life Member

Sigma Pi Phi fraternity [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

former Member

united States Commission on Civil Rights [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Pennsylvania Advisory Committee Member

federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia [MEMBEROf]
[from 1983 to 1989]

urban League of Philadelphia [MEMBEROf]
[from 1983 to 2003]

Mayor's Commission on Affirmative Action in the Philadelphia Police Department
[MEMBEROf]

[from 1985 to ?]

Zoological Society of Philadelphia [MEMBEROf]
[from 1993 to 1996]
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African American Museum in Philadelphia [MEMBEROf]
[from 1994 to 2004]

Philadelphia Center City District [MEMBEROf]
[from 1994 to 2000]

PNC Bank [MEMBEROf]
[from 1995 to 2005]

Advisory Board Member

Temple university [MEMBEROf]
[from 2006 to 2011]

Board of Trustees Member

Pennsylvania Convention Center Authority [MEMBEROf]
[from 2007 to 2012]

North Star Bank [MEMBEROf]
[from 2011 to ?]
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