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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with George Davis

person

Davis, George, 1939-
Alternative Names: George Davis;

Life Dates: november 29, 1939-

Place of Birth: shepherdstown, West Virginia, UsA

Residence: Alexandria, VA

Work: Alexandria, VA

Occupations: Journalist; educator; Author

Biographical Note

Journalist, educator and author George Bernard Davis was born on november 29, 1939
in shepherdstown, West Virginia to reverend Clarence and Winnie (ross) Davis. He
attended public schools in Virginia, Maryland and West Virginia, and was among a
handful of students who integrated Baltimore City College (high school), where he
graduated in 1957. Davis then enrolled in Colgate University and spent the summer of
his junior year with operations Crossroads Africa in the niger river Delta in nigeria.
He graduated from Colgate University with his B.A. degree in anthropology in 1961
and joined the United states Air Force, where he flew forty-seven combat missions
during the Vietnam War and was promoted to captain.

Davis worked first for The Washington post as a reporter and day city editor from 1968
to 1969. He then moved to The new York Times, where he served as an editor in the
sunday Department from 1969 to 1970. Davis earned his M.F.A. degree in creative
writing from Columbia University in 1971, and was hired as an assistant professor at
Bronx Community College of The City University of new York. In 1980, he was
appointed as an assistant professor at the newark campus of rutgers University, and
went on to be named professor emeritus. Davis has also held adjunct positions at
Colgate University, Columbia University and the Yale school of organization and
Management. In addition, he has served as a contributing editor to essence magazine
and Black enterprise magazine, writes The Modern Melting pot blog at psychology
Today, and has contributed articles to The Huffington post, The Washington post and
other online journalism websites. In the mid-1990s, Davis conducted the spiritual
Intelligence Action research project at rutgers University; and in 2013, established
The Bay is Dying – an ecology Game.
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Davis authored the novel Coming Home (1971), which was judged a notable Book of
the Year by The new York Times Book review. Coming Home also supplied the story
upon which the Academy Award-winning Jane Fonda anti-war film of the same name
was based. Davis went on to publish many additional books, including Love, Black
Love (1974); the national bestseller, Black Life in Corporate America: swimming in
the Mainstream (co-authored with Glegg Watson, 1982); soul Vibrations: Astrology for
African Americans (co-authored with Gilda Mathews, 1996); Love Lessons: African
Americans and sex, romance, and Marriage in the nineties (1998); Barack obama
America and the World (2011); The Melting points – A spiritual spy novel (2012);
and spiritual Intelligence (2012).

George Davis was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on May 19, 2014.
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Assistant Professor
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Assistant Professor; Professor; Professor Emeritus
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