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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Samuel Howard

person

Howard, samuel H., 1939-
Alternative Names: samuel Howard;

Life Dates: May 8, 1939-July 10, 2020

Place of Birth: Marietta, oklahoma, UsA

Residence: nashville, Tn

Occupations: Corporate executive

Biographical Note

Corporate executive samuel Houston Howard was born on May 8, 1939 in Marietta,
oklahoma to Houston and nellie Gaines Howard. Howard received his B.s. degree in
business administration from oklahoma state University in 1961, and his M.A. degree
in economics from stanford University in 1963.

From 1963 to 1967, Howard worked as a financial analyst with General electric
Company. In 1966 and 1967, he served as a White House Fellow and assistant to U.s.
Ambassador Arthur Goldberg. From 1967 to 1968, Howard worked as director of
educational computer services at Howard University and as a consultant to the U.s.
Health, education, and Welfare Department. He was then named vice president of
finance, secretary and treasurer of TAW International Leasing Corporation, where he
worked from 1968 until 1972. In 1972, he founded and served as chairman, president
and Ceo of phoenix Holdings, Inc. and phoenix Communications Group, Inc., which
owned and operated broadcasting properties in Tennessee, Kansas and Mississippi.

Howard was hired as vice president of finance and business at Meharry Medical
College in 1973. He then joined Hospital Affiliates International, Inc. as vice president
of planning of the InA Health Care Group in 1977, and was promoted to vice president
and treasurer in December of 1980. Howard was hired by Hospital Corporation of
America (HCA) as vice president and treasurer in 1981, and was promoted to senior
vice president of public affairs in october of 1985. He resigned from HCA in 1988 in
order to chair phoenix Holdings, Inc. fulltime. In 1993, Howard became chairman,
president and Ceo of Xantus Corporation, an investor owned company that owns and
operates health maintenance organizations.

Howard has been a member, board director or committee member of numerous



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2014_031_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:45:10 pM]

organizations, including southeast Community Capital; nashville electric service;
national Association of Corporate Directors; nashville Chamber of Commerce;
Federation of American Health systems; Financial executives Institute; national easter
seal society; national Urban League; Leadership nashville Foundation; project
reflect, Inc.; national Conference of Christians & Jews, Inc. (nCCJ); and United Way,
among others. Howard was founder and director of 100 Black Men of Middle
Tennessee, chairman of the board of the Urban League of Middle Tennessee, and
trustee of Fisk University. He served on the Governor’s TennCare roundtable in 1995
and the Boy scouts Inner City Task Force Committee in 1988.

Howard was inducted into the oklahoma state University school of Business Hall of
Fame in 1983, and received the 1980 and 1984 Federation of American Hospitals
president's Achievement Award. In 1994, he received the nashville nAACp Branch
Image Award for Lifetime Achievement and the nCCJ Human relations Award.
Howard received the outstanding Ceo Award among the 100 largest privately-held
businesses in nashville in 1997 and the nashville Business Journal's 1995 small
Business executive of the Year Award. He was honored as nashvillian of the Year in
1998 by the easter seal society of Tennessee and as philanthropist of the Year in 1997
by the national society of Fundraising executives. In 2010, Howard received the White
House Fellows John W. Gardner Legacy of Leadership Award.

Howard is the author of The Flight of the phoenix: Thoughts on Work and Life,
published in 2007.

samuel H. Howard was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on April 24, 2014.

Howard passed away on July 10, 2020.
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