Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
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PERSON

Lewis, Tina (Restaurateur)

Alternative Names: Tina Lewis;

Life Dates: June 23, 1948-

Residence: Las Vegas, NV

Occupations: Restaurant Owner and Operator
Biographical Note

Restaurant owner and operator Tina Lewis and her husband, Harold Lewis, have
managed twenty McDonald’s restaurant franchises since 1987. Lewis met her husband
met in 1972 while working in the airline industry. Harold was employed with United
Airlines in management positions in the sales and human resources departments; Tina
worked as a flight attendant and an in-flight services instructor with United Airlines and
Continental Airlines.

In 1982, Lewis and her husband embarked on their first business venture when they
purchased a Sir Speedy Printing franchise in Los Angeles. Lewis co-managed the
business for four years and assisted in winning a printing contract with the U.S.
Olympics Committee. They sold the Sir Speedy Printing franchise in 1986 and began
the process of becoming McDonald’s restaurant franchise owners and operators. In
1987, Lewis and her husband established HRL Group, LLC and opened their first
McDonald’s restaurant franchise in Sand Diego, California. From 1987 to 2011, HRL
Group, LLC operated twenty McDonald’s restaurants.

Lewis has been a leader in the San Diego County McDonald’s Operators Association.
As a community leader, she has contributed numerous hours and resources to a variety
of community organizations and causes. In 1993, Lewis and her husband founded the
African American Future Achievers Scholarship Program, which has awarded more
than $550,000 to graduating high school seniors in the San Diego County. In addition,
Lewis and her husband have provided scholarships through the Trumpet Foundation in
Atlanta, Georgia.

Lewis is a member of the Susan G. Komen Cancer Foundation’s national speaker’s
bureau, and the San Diego Chapter of The Links, Inc. She has also served on the board
of directors for the Susan G. Komen Advocacy Alliance, and on the board of directors
for the Scripps Polster Breast Center.
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Lewis has received numerous awards for her leadership and community service
including the California Legislature Assembly Entrepreneurial Spirit Award, the United
Negro College Fund Frederick D. Patterson Award, the Urban League Equal
Opportunity Award, and the National Coalition of 100 Black Women Economic
Development Award. She also received the McDonald’s Corporation “Ronald Award”
for Community Service, the McDonald’s Corporation NBMOA Lifetime Achievement
Award, and the 2010 Women of Distinction Award.

Tina Lewis was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on November 22, 2013.

Related Entries

St. Francis Xavier Catholic School [srupentOr)
[from ? to ?]

George Washington Preparatory High School [srupentOr]
[from ? to ?]

Los Angeles High School [srupentOr]
[from ? to ?]

Los Angeles City College [stupentOr]
[from ? to ?]

California State University, Los Angeles [srupintOr]|
[from ? to ?]

Horace Mann Middle School [stupentOF
[from ? to ?]

United Airlines [EMPLOYEEQOF]
[from ? to ?]
Flight Attendant and In-Flight Services Instructor

Continental Airlines [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from ? to ?]

Flight Attendant and In-Flight Services Instructor

Sir Speedy Printing [EMPLOYEEQOF]
[from 1982 to 1986]

Franchise Owner

McDonald's Corporation [evriovesOr]
[from 1960 to 1963]

Franchise Owner and Operator

HRL Gl'Ollp, LLC [EMPLOYEEQOF]
[from 1987 to 7]

file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%?20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/EAC/html/A2013 347 EAC.html[5/30/2023 7:45:03 PM]



Founder/Member, Board of Directors

McDonald's Operators Association [vievserOr]
[from ? to ?]

Member, San Diego County Chapter

San Diego County McDonald's Operators Association [vievserOx]|
[from ? to 7]

Member
Trumpet Awards Foundation [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]
Susan G. Komen Cancer Foundation National Speakers Bureau [vievserOr]
[from ? to ?]
Member

The Links, Inc., San Diego Chapter [veviserOx]
[from ? to 7]

Member

Susan G. Komen Advocacy Alliance [vieviserOr]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

Scripps Polster Breast Center [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Board Member

African American Visionary and Inspirational Leaders Scholarship Program
[MEMBEROF]

[from 1993 to 7]

Co-Founder
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