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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Sonya Ross

person

ross, sonya, 1962-
Alternative Names: sonya ross;

Life Dates: July 11, 1962-

Place of Birth: Atlanta, Georgia, UsA

Residence: Bowie, MD

Occupations: Journalist

Biographical Note

Journalist sonya ross was born in 1962 in Atlanta, Georgia. she attended C.L. Harper
High school, and received her B.A. degree in journalism and mass communications
from the University of Georgia in 1984. ross went on to attend Georgia state
University from 1985 to 1987.

In 1985, ross was hired as a library clerk at The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. she
worked there until 1986, when she accepted a position as an intern for Associated press
in the Greater Atlanta area. ross was then hired as a general assignment reporter at
Associated press in 1987, and was promoted to a legislative reporter in 1989. she was
promoted again in 1992, and transferred from Georgia to Washington, D.C., where she
worked as an urban affairs reporter until 1995. ross then joined the Associated press’
White House press corps and traveled with presidents Bill Clinton and George Bush, as
well as secretary of state Colin powell to thirty-nine countries. During the september
11, 2001 terrorist attacks, she was the print pool reporter who accompanied president
Bush on Air Force one.

In 2002, ross was named Washington, D.C.’s world services editor for the Associated
press, where she helped direct coverage of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq and the
worldwide campaign against terrorism. In 2004, ross was appointed news editor for the
Associated press’ regional reporters in Washington, D.C., and, in 2010, she was named
the organization’s first-ever race and ethnicity editor in order to capture the changing
face of race and ethnicity in the United states.

sonya ross was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on December 4, 2013.
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Related Entries

Charles Lincoln Harper High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

university of Georgia [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

none

Georgia State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Delete [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 198901 to 199204]

The Associated Press

Associated Press (AP) [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 200412 to 201008]

News Editor-Regionals

Atlanta Journal-Constitution [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1985 to 1986]

Library Clerk

Associated Press (AP) [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 198705 to 198901]

General Assignment Reporter

Associated Press (AP) [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 198606 to 198609]

Intern

urban Affairs Reporter [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 199206 to 199509]

The Associated Press

Associated Press (AP) [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 201008 to ?]

Race & Ethnicity Editor

Associated Press (AP) [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 199509 to 200206]

White House Reporter

National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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