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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Donald Lyons, Sr.

person

Lyons, Donald, 1954-
Alternative Names: Donald Lyons, sr.;

Life Dates: April 2, 1954-

Place of Birth: stamps, Arkansas, UsA

Residence: Yorktown, VA

Work: Hampton, VA

Occupations: physicist

Biographical Note

physicist and physics professor Donald r. Lyons was born in 1954 in stamps,
Arkansas. His father, patrick Donald Lyons, Jr., was a bricklayer; his mother, a
housewife. After attending J.L. Jones elementary school and J.A. phillips Jr., High
school, Lyons graduated from, Webster High school in 1972. While in high school,
Lyons enrolled in the Upward Bound program. With his parents unable to pay for
college, the Upward Bound program provided Lyons with the opportunity to earn
college credit prior to graduation, gain experience working in a university laboratory,
and earn a full academic scholarship to attend Grambling state University. Lyons
graduated from Grambling state University in 1976 with his B.s. degrees in physics
and mathematics. He then enrolled in stanford University where he studied under
nobel Laureates Arthur L. schawlow and Theodor Hansch and received his M.s.
degree in physics in 1978 and his ph.D. degree in physics in 1982.

From 1975 to 1976, Lyons served as a research fellow at Bell Telephone Laboratories
in the solar physics Group, and as a researcher at Argonne national Laboratory in the
solid state physics Department. He then joined Corning, Inc. in 1982 and was
appointed as a senior scientist in the Applied physics Department. Lyons moved to
California in 1985 and was hired as a physicist at Lawrence Livermore national
Laboratory in the Applied Technology section until 1990. Lyons continued his career
in industry as scientist for Grumman Aerospace Corporation where he directed the
sensor sciences and Materials structures Groups at the Grumman Corporate research
Center. In 1993, Lyons joined the faculty of Hampton University and was named the
University endowed professor of physics. At Hampton University, Lyons also served
as the director of the research Center for optical physics.
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Lyons has successfully applied for and received several U.s. patents and fifteen
research grants and contracts related to the use of distributed Bragg reflection sensors
for commercial applications. In addition, he has created projects for the Department of
Defense, the national Aeronautic and space Administration, and the national Institutes
of Health. Lyons was recognized by the Upward Bound program for directing
successful programs that center on mentoring undergraduate and graduate students in
sTeM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) fields. The American
physical society and the Virginia Business observer have both featured Lyons and
recognized his contributions to science and technology.

Donald r. Lyons was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on May 20, 2013.
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