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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with James Donaldson

person

Donaldson, James A., 1941-
Alternative Names: James Donaldson;

Life Dates: April 17, 1941-october 18, 2019

Place of Birth: Madison County, Florida, UsA

Residence: Washington, D.C.

Work: Washington, D.C.

Occupations: Mathematician

Biographical Note

Mathematician James A. Donaldson was born in April 17, 1941 on a farm in Madison
County, Florida as one of eleven children to parents Audrey Brown and oliver
Donaldson. After graduating from high school, Donaldson enrolled at Lincoln
University near oxford, pennsylvania in 1957 and graduated from there in 1961 with
his A.B. degree in mathematics. Donaldson continued his studies at the University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign where he received his M.s. degree in mathematics in 1963,
and his ph.D. degree in mathematics in 1965.

Upon graduation, Donaldson served as professor of mathematics at southern
University, Howard University, the University of Illinois at Chicago, and the University
of new Mexico. In addition, Donaldson was appointed as a visiting professor at the
Courant Institute of Mathematical science at the University of Victoria in Canada, the
University of Ferrara in Italy, and Duke University in north Carolina. In 1972,
Donaldson was named chairman of Howard University Department of Mathematics.
During his tenure there, Donald oversaw the hiring of new tenured-faculty and the
development and inauguration of the first ph.D. degree-granting mathematics program
at a Historically Black College and University.

Donaldson has served on committees of several professional mathematics and science
organizations. He is a member of the Council of the American Mathematical society,
served as the second vice president of the Mathematical Association of America, and
was the editor of the newsletter of the national Association of Mathematicians.
Donaldson’s research interests include the history of mathematics and mathematics
accessibility issues and he has published more than fifty research papers, articles and
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presentations in these areas as well.

Donaldson served as a consultant to the national science Foundation, the national
research Council, the sloan Foundation, the educational Testing service, several state
boards of education, many mathematics departments, and the District of Columbia
public school system. He received the Lincoln University Alumni Achievement Award
in 1986, and was the national Institute of science’s memorial lecturer in 1989.

James A. Donaldson was interviewed by March 28, 2013.

Donaldson passed away on october 18, 2019.
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