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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Reverend Joseph Darby

person

Darby, Joseph, 1951-
Alternative Names: reverend Joseph Darby; Joseph A. Darby

Life Dates: August 7, 1951-

Place of Birth: Columbia, south Carolina, UsA

Residence: Charleston, sC

Work: Charleston, sC

Occupations: pastor

Biographical Note

reverend Joseph Anthom Darby, Jr., was born on August 7, 1951, in Columbia, south
Carolina, to eloise and Joseph A. Darby, sr. Darby was raised in the Wheeler Hill
community of Columbia, south Carolina. An excellent student, Darby attended Booker
T. Washington High school where he was in the honor society and was elected class
president; he graduated in 1969 and enrolled in south Carolina state University. Darby
transferred to the University of south Carolina and received his B.A. degree in
sociology in 1973.

Darby held positions as an adult eligibility worker for the Department of public Welfare
and an employment counselor for a youth opportunity program. Darby was a juvenile
probation counselor for thirteen years for the south Carolina Department of Juvenile
Justice.

Darby was called to the ministry and prepared himself by attending the Lutheran
Theological southern seminary; he was a fourth generation minister in the African
Methodist episcopal Church.

In 1998, Darby became the senior pastor of Morris Brown A.M.e. Church in
Charleston, south Carolina, which had the largest congregation in the seventh
episcopal District of the A.M.e. Church. He later became the presiding elder of the
Beaufort (sC) District of the A.M.e. Church.

Darby formerly served as president of both the Greater Columbia Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance and the Greater Columbia Interfaith Clergy Association. Darby
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also served as a board member of the Family Court of the ninth Judicial Circuit’s Drug
Court program; a member of the state superintendent of education's African-American
Achievement Committee; a member of the racial Cultural Advisory Council of the
south Carolina school Boards Association; and a member of the Daniel J. Jenkins
Institute for Children. Darby was also a board member for the reid House of Christian
service and was the former first Vice-president of the south Carolina Conference of
Branches of the nAACp.

Darby’s numerous honors and awards include a Top Achiever Award in the 1993 south
Carolina Black Male showcase, and south Carolina Business Vision magazine’s 1997
south Carolina’s 25 Most Influential African Americans Award.

Darby was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on February 3, 2007.

Related Entries

Booker T. Washington High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

South Carolina State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

university of South Carolina [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

florence C. Benson Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Employment Security Commission [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1973 to 1975]

South Carolina Department of Public Welfare [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1973 to 1973]

Richland County family Court [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1975 to 1988]

Social Worker

Piney Grove A.M.E. Church [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1977 to 1979]

Pastor

Pleasant Spring A.M.E. Church [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1980 to 1985]

Pastor

Pine Grove A.M.E. Church [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1985 to 1991]

Pastor
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St. Phillip A.M.E. Church [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1991 to 1998]

Pastor

Morris Brown African Methodist Episcopal Church [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1999 to 2010]

Pastor

NAACP [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Pastors, Inc. [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Congress of National Black Churches [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Greater Columbia Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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