
file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2006_173_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:41:08 pM]

Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Thomas W. Cole

person

Cole, Thomas W. Jr., 1941-
Alternative Names: Thomas W. Cole;

Life Dates: January 11, 1941-April 14, 2022

Place of Birth: Vernon, Texas, UsA

Residence: Atlanta, GA

Work: Atlanta, GA

Occupations: Chemistry professor; University president

Biographical Note

Thomas Winston Cole, Jr. was born the second of four children to eva and Thomas W.
Cole, sr. on January 11, 1941, in Vernon, Texas. The Cole family moved to Marshall,
Texas, where his father was appointed president of Wiley College from 1958 to 1971.
During his childhood, Cole attended public school and was an active eagle scout.

Cole graduated from high school in 1958 and attended Wiley College where he was
active in the Kappa Chi and Alpha Kappa Mu Honor societies. Graduating summa cum
laude from Wiley College in 1961, Cole received his B.s. degree and the southern
regional Fellowship. Cole attended the University of Chicago and earned his ph.D. in
organic chemistry in 1966; it was here that he studied with p.e. eaton and they became
the first chemists to synthesize the Cubane Carbon skeleton system.

Cole began his professional career in 1966 as an assistant professor at the Atlanta
University Center, in Atlanta, Georgia. During his tenure, Cole would serve as
chairman of the department of chemistry between 1970 and 1979; the Fuller e.
Callaway professor of Chemistry between 1969 and 1979; Chair of the Atlanta
University Center chemistry department; and provost and Vice president for Academic
Affairs between 1979 and 1982. Cole also worked as a research scientist for procter &
Gamble and the Celanese Fiber Company. From 1982 to 1986, Cole was president of
West Virginia state College. Following his presidency, Cole was appointed Chancellor
of the West Virginia Board of regents, one of four African Americans to head a state
system of public higher education.

Cole returned to Atlanta to accept a position as president of Clark College in 1988, and
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led the oversight and planning for the consolidation of Clark College and Atlanta
University. Cole served simultaneously as president of both institutions during the
1988-1989 academic years until his appointment as president of Clark Atlanta
University in 1989. Cole continued to serve as president until 2002.

After retirement, Cole lived in Atlanta, Georgia, with his wife, Brenda.

Thomas Cole was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on December 15, 2006.

Cole passed away on April 14, 2022, at the age of 81.
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