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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Lilliette M. Council

person

Council, Lilliette M., 1902-2011
Alternative Names: Lilliette M. Council;

Life Dates: october 18, 1902-september 15, 2011

Place of Birth: Laurens, south Carolina, UsA

Residence: Jamaica, new York

Occupations: Community Activist

Biographical Note

Community activist Lilliette M. Council was born on october 18, 1902 in Laurens,
south Carolina. Her father, John Henry Dial, was a brick mason for T. C. Windham, the
wealthy black contractor who built Birmingham, Alabama’s sixteenth street Baptist
Church. Council sang in the church choir after her father moved the family to
Birmingham in 1907. Council’s mother, Mary Lou "Tensacola" Young Dial, was part
native American and a homemaker. starting at Birmingham’s Industrial High school,
then attending spelman High school in Atlanta, Georgia, Council eventually returned
to Birmingham where she graduated from Brooks Academy in 1921.

In 1921, Council married and moved with her husband, William Hewlett, to Cleveland,
ohio. Council separated from her husband in 1931 and moved to new York City.
employed in the garment industry, Council joined the Union of Furriers Joint Council.

Council joined the American War Mothers during World War II and volunteered more
than 5,000 hours at V.A. hospitals in the new York area until she was 92 years old. she
has been an active member of the Brooks Memorial United Methodist Church where
she was twice awarded Mother of the Year. she is a member of the order of Cyrenes
and the euclid Chapter number 48 of the order of the eastern star, prince Hall
Affiliation.

Widowed twice, Council has seven grandchildren and lives in Jamaica Queens, new
York.

Council passed away on september 19, 2011 at the age of 108.

Lilliette Council was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on December 3, 2004.
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Related Entries

Brooks Academy [sTuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

spelman High school [sTuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Isadore Dover [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

fur finisher

Order of the Eastern star [MEMBEROf]
[from 1978 to ?]

Order of st. Helena [MEMBEROf]
[from 2012 to ?]

Past Commander

American War Mothers [MEMBEROf]
[from 2001 to ?]

President

furriers Joint Council of New york [MEMBEROf]
[from 2003 to ?]

Brooks Memorial united Methodist Church [MEMBEROf]
[from 1978 to ?]
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