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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Sterling Tucker

person

sterling, Tucker
Alternative Names: sterling Tucker;

Life Dates: December 21, 1923-July 14, 2019

Place of Birth: Akron, ohio, UsA

Residence: Washington, D.C.

Occupations: City Council Member; nonprofit executive

Biographical Note

politician, activist and governmental appointee sterling Tucker was born in Akron,
ohio on December 21, 1923. He attended the city’s public schools, graduating from
West High school in 1942. From there, he enrolled in the University of Akron, earning
his A.B. in 1946 in sociology, and his M.A. in psychology in 1950.

Following the completion of his master’s degree, Tucker moved to Washington, D.C.,
and in 1956, he became the head of the Washington chapter of the Urban League. He
remained in that position until 1974, when he was elected to the Washington, D.C. City
Council. While working for the Urban League, Tucker organized solidarity Day, held
on June 19, 1969, as a massive protest in the nation’s capitol. The event, led by
reverend ralph Abernathy and Coretta scott King, was held during the poor people’s
Campaign, and brought 50,000 demonstrators to the streets of Washington before the
police disrupted the event. After four years of serving on the city council, Tucker made
a run for the office of mayor, but lost to Marion Barry.

Following his defeat in the mayoral campaign, Tucker was named assistant secretary of
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and he remained there until 1981.
That year, he opened sterling Tucker Associates, a management consulting firm, where
he continues to serve as president today. Tucker also spent the years of 1988 to 1990 as
the drug czar of the Washington, D.C. government, where he worked to develop
strategies for combating drug usage.

Tucker passed away on July 14, 2019.
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West High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Samuel A. Lane School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Elementary

university of Akron [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Bachelor of Arts

university of Akron [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Master's degree

Canton urban League [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

firestone Tire and Rubber Company [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1942 to ?]

Office Assistant

Akron urban League [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1948 to 1950]

Assistant executive

Washington urban League [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1956 to 1974]

Chairman

Council of the District of Columbia [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1974 to ?]

Councilman

united States Department of Housing and urban Development [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1978 to 1981]

Assistant Secretary

Sterling Tucker & Associates [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1981 to ?]

founder and President

District of Columbia [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1988 to 1990]

Drug Czar
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