
file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2004_097_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:38:12 pM]

Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Leigh Jones

person

Jones, Leigh, 1944-
Alternative Names: Leigh Jones; Floyd Leigh-Vester Jones

Life Dates: December 22, 1944-

Place of Birth: Kansas City, Kansas, UsA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Work: Chicago, IL

Occupations: Hair stylist

Biographical Note

Hairstylist and salon owner Leigh Jones was born December 22, 1944, in Kansas City,
Kansas. When Jones was four years old, his father died, and his mother moved the
family to Chicago, Illinois. In Chicago, Jones attended Frank L. Gillespie Technology
and Magnet Cluster, park Manor elementary school, saint Columbanus school, and
Charles s. Deneen elementary school. His uncle owned Jimmy’s restaurant on 63rd
street, where Jones enjoyed listening to the older people tell stories. He graduated from
Westcott Vocational High school (now simeon Vocational) in 1960. Jones attended the
University of Illinois at Chicago, roosevelt University and Loop College before
enrolling in the American school of Beauty Culture in 1962. He was one of the first
black students to attend the school, and was influenced by Bernice Van Dessell. Jones
graduated from the American school of Beauty Culture and was licensed in 1964. He
also attended revlon Color Institute, the L’oreal Institute, pivot point International,
Clairol Color Academy, and the southern Illinois school of Continuing education.

In 1963, Jones became the first African American to work for Jean Luc Vercammen; he
began working at Carrie’s Chateau and at Frederick Glasser’s Cheers and shears salon
in 1964. During his career, he worked with Darrell Whitten, Inc., Maximo salon and
Jean pierre salon before opening his own salon in 1983. During this period, he was also
the stylist for A. M. Chicago host, oprah Winfrey. Jones became the hairstylist of
choice for many well known clients including Lainie Kazan, Lena Horne, eunice
Johnson, Dori Wilson, Heather Bilandic, Beverly Crown, Diahann Carroll, natalie
Cole, Marlo Thomas, Barbara eden, Billy Dee Williams, Debra norville, phyllis
newman, and essie Kupcinet. He is known for treating all of his clients with the same
high standard of courtesy.
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Jones has been a commercial hairstylist for Johnson products, Alberto-Culver, Helene
Curtis, revlon and Clairol, as well as for television specials and Broadway shows. He is
the chair and judge of the Gold Trophy and silver shopping Competition for the
Midwest Beauty show; he is also a board member of the Chicago Cosmetologist
Association, Mid-American Art Association, Bike and Hike for Multiple sclerosis, and
the 10th Annual Chicago House Benefit for AIDs. Living near many of his clients in
Chicago’s Gold Coast, Jones enjoys the positive feedback he gets from his work and
watching football. Leigh Jones was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on september
15, 2004.

Related Entries

Simeon Career Academy [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

frank L. Gillespie Technology Magnet Cluster School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Park Manor Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Charles S. Deneen Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

St. Columbanus School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Harold Washington College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

American School of Beauty Culture [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Darrell Whitten, Inc. [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 200001 to 2005]

Hairstylist

Maximo Salon [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Hairstylist

Jean Pierre Salon [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Hairstylist

Johnson Products [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Commercial Hairstylist
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Alberto-Culver [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Commercial Hairstylist

Helene Curtis [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Commercial Hairstylist

Revlon [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Commercial Hairstylist

Clairol [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Commercial Hairstylist

Jean Luc Vercammen [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1963 to ?]

Hairstylist

Carrie's Chateau [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1964 to ?]

Hairstylist

Cheers & Shears Salon [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1964 to ?]

Hairstylist

Leigh Jones Coiffures [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1983 to ?]

founder
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