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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Gwendolyn Mitchell

person

Mitchell, Gwendolyn A. (Gwendolyn Ann),
1955-
Alternative Names: Gwendolyn Mitchell;

Life Dates: December 27, 1955-

Place of Birth: pittsburgh, pennsylvania, UsA

Residence: pittsburg, pA

Occupations: Book editor

Biographical Note

editor and poet Gwendolyn Ann Mitchell was born December 27, 1955, in pittsburgh,
pennsylvania, growing up in pittsburgh. The daughter of a teacher and a pioneering
black police commander, Mitchell attended Lemington elementary school,
Westinghouse High school, and graduated from Allendale High school in 1973.
Moving to Dallas, Texas, she was hired as a sales clerk and was promoted to
department manager at neiman Marcus Department store between the years of 1977
and 1987. Mitchell earned a B.A. in political science from penn state University in
1988 and a M.F.A. in english poetry in 1991. In 1996, she earned a certificate in arts
management from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

Between 1989 and 1993, Mitchell worked as a lecturer in penn state’s english and
women’s studies departments, and in 1994, she became a staff assistant to pennsylvania
senator Harris Wofford in pittsburgh. she worked for Youth enrichment services and
the pennsylvania Council for the Arts in pittsburgh before moving to Chicago to
become editor of Third World press in 1997. Working closely with Third World press
founder Haki Madhubuti, Mitchell manages one of the leading independent African
American publishers in the nation, whose published authors include Chancellor
Williams, Dudley randall, Jacob Carruthers, sonia sanchez, Bakari Kitwana, Useni
eugene perkins, sterling plumpp, Carolyn rodgers, the late poet laureate Gwendolyn
Brooks, Haki Madhubuti, and Gwendolyn Mitchell herself. Mitchell’s latest work,
House of Women, reviewed by Gwendolyn Brooks, was published in 2002.

Mitchell is also the author of Veins and rivers, and a book length poem, Ain’t I Black.
she has co-edited two anthologies of creative writing. Mitchell now lives in Chicago
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with her son, sankara.

Related Entries

Pennsylvania State University [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Pennsylvania State University [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.f.A.

Lemington Elementary School [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Westinghouse Academy [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Taylor Allderdice High School [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Penn State University Beaver Campus [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Neiman Marcus [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 200004 to ?]

Sales Clerk

Neiman Marcus [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1983 to ?]

Department Manager

youth Enrichment Services [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Pennsylvania Council for the Arts [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Penn State University [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1998 to 2010]

Lecturer

United States Senate [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1994 to ?]

Staff Assistant

Third World Press [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]
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