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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Reverend Frances Murphy
Draper

person

Draper, Frances Murphy, 1947-
Alternative Names: reverend Frances Murphy Draper;

Life Dates: December 18, 1947-

Place of Birth: Baltimore, Maryland, UsA

Residence: Baltimore, MD

Work: Baltimore, MD

Occupations: pastor

Biographical Note

Born on December 18, 1947, in Baltimore, Maryland, the reverend Frances Murphy
Draper is the great-granddaughter of the founder of the Afro-American. Draper
attended Morgan state University, earning a B.A. in spanish education in 1969, and
then enrolled in Johns Hopkins University to earn a M.ed. in 1973. Draper then
attended the University of Maryland, earning an M.B.A. in 1981, and picked up
graduate credits at st. Mary's seminary before receiving an M.s. in pastoral counseling
in 1996 from Loyola College in Baltimore. That same year, she received a doctorate in
ministry from the United Theological seminary in Dayton, ohio.

After completing her bachelor's degree, Draper began teaching in the Baltimore public
schools in 1969 and continued to do so for four years. Joining the family business in
1973, she became the manager of the new Jersey edition of the Afro-American. In
1976, she left the paper to become an account executive at Merrill Lynch pierce Fenner
& smith, before returning to her alma mater of Morgan state to serve as an assistant
vice president of development in 1978. she remained there for eight years, becoming an
instructor in 1984, and then returned to the Afro-American in 1986 as president.
Leaving the paper for a second time in 1999, Draper is today the pastor of Freedom
Temple African Methodist episcopal Zion Church in Baltimore, formerly known as
John Wesley A.M.e. Zion Church.

As a lifelong citizen of Baltimore, Draper has been extraordinarily active in the
community. she serves as vice hair of the Board of regents of Morgan state
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University, treasurer of the Board of the Afro-American newspapers and Loyola
College, has served on the boards of the United Way of Central Maryland and Loyola
University Maryland and was the vice chairperson of the Baltimore's Literacy
Foundation. Three times she has been honored as one of Maryland's Top 100 Women,
and she has been placed in the Maryland Circle of excellence for women demonstrating
sustained achievement. Draper and her husband live in Baltimore. They have four
children.

Related Entries

Morgan State University [STUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

B.A. - Spanish & Education

Johns Hopkins University [STUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

M.Ed.

University of Baltimore [STUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

MBA

St. Mary's Seminary [STUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Graduate Credits

Loyola University Maryland [STUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

MS - Pastoral Counseling

Morgan State University [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 19840101 to 19860101]

Instructor

John Wesley AME Zion Church [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 20020601 to ?]

Pastor

Afro-American Newspapers [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 19860630 to 19990101]

President

Morgan State University [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Regent

Loyola College [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Trustee
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Women's Health Promotional Council [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Women's Health Center Mercy Hospital [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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