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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Knowlton R. Atterbeary

person

Atterbeary, Knowlton, 1946-
Alternative Names: Knowlton r. Atterbeary;

Life Dates: september 18, 1946-

Place of Birth: philadelphia, pennsylvania, UsA

Residence: Columbia,, Maryland

Work: Columbia, Maryland

Occupations: entrepreneur

Biographical Note

Knowlton Atterbeary was born on september 18, 1946, in philadelphia. He attended
public schools in Crodon and Bristol Township, pennsylvania, before attending
Michigan state University in 1964, where he received a B.s. in systems science and
economics in 1968 and an M.B.A. in 1970.

At Michigan state University, he worked as the graduate student director of the
Computer Institute for social science research. After earning his M.B.A., he worked
for a year as the director of marketing for the Black economic Union of Kansas City,
Missouri. From 1972 to 1991, he was employed at the consulting firm Macro
International as senior vice president and partner.

In 1981, Atterbeary founded KrA Corporation, a professional and technical services
firm headquartered in silver spring, Maryland, where he continues to serve as president
and Ceo. Under his leadership KrA has grown from a staff of 6 to more than 400
employees. For four consecutive years, Inc. Magazine named KrA as one of the 500
fastest-growing, privately held companies in the United states. KrA has also been
lauded for its community involvement with HIV/AIDs prevention, the Boys and Girls
Club of Greater Washington, and the promotion of minority- and woman-owned
businesses.

The numerous awards and honors bestowed on Atterbeary and his company include
small Disadvantaged Business Contractor of the Year by the U.s. Department of
Agriculture, Food and nutrition service; 1997 outstanding Minority Business
enterprise by the Department of Transportation national Highway Traffic safety
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Administration; and the Food and Drug Administration Director's special Citation for
sustained superior performance.

Atterbeary actively promotes small businesses through his participation in the national
Coalition of Minority Businesses, the small Business Federation and other
organizations. He is a member of the small Business Task Force and the south Africa
Working Group of the Corporate Council on Africa. He serves as treasurer for the
national Coalition for Minority Businesses and as chairman of the small Business
Committee for the national Job Corps Association, among other professional
affiliations.

Atterbeary lives with his wife, rosalynne, in Clarksville, Maryland. They have two
children, Knowlton r. Atterbeary III and Vanessa elaine Atterbeary.

Related Entries

Delhaas High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Michigan State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.S.

Michigan State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.B.A.

Black Economic union [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1984 to 1991]

Director of Marketing

Macro International [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1972 to 1991]

Senior Vice President and Partner

KRA Corporation [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1981 to ?]

founder, President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
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