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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Donald C.
Richards

person

Richards, Donald C., 1938-
Alternative Names: Donald C. Richards;

Life Dates: February 24, 1938-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, USA

Residence: Flossmoor, IL

Occupations: Advertising Executive; ;

Biographical Note

A leading proponent of diversity and affirmative action in the marketing and
entertainment
industries, advertising executive Donald C. Richards was born in
Chicago on February
24, 1938. Richards earned a B.A. in anthropology from the
University of Chicago in
1959.

Richards taught high school for a year in Chicago before returning to the University
of
Chicago to earn his M.A. in history in 1962. He then spent three years at IBM as
a
systems manager before joining Leo Burnett Worldwide, one of the world's largest
advertising agencies, in 1966. During his twenty-two years at Leo Burnett, Richards
became the company's first African American vice president and managed accounts for
such clients as Proctor and Gamble, McDonald's, Pillsbury and United Airlines. In
his
thirty years in advertising, Richards also worked on projects for Coca-Cola and
Anheuser-Busch. He returned to Leo Burnett in 1990 to manage the company's global
diversity program.

After serving as president of D.C. Richards & Associates, an ad agency specializing
in
multicultural marketing, Richards joined the Screen Actors Guild in New York as
its
associate national director of affirmative action and diversity. Richards develops
and
promotes educational programs, conferences and workshops designed to raise diversity
awareness across the entertainment industry. He also works with professional
associations
of broadcasters and recording artists to help increase minority
participation.
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Burnside Elementary Scholastic Academy [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Christian Fenger Academy High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

University of Chicago [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

University of Chicago [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

M.A.

Chicago Public Schools [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

board member

DuSable High School [employeeOf]
[from 1960 to 1963]

Teacher

IBM [employeeOf]
[from 1977 to 200101]

Systems Manager

Leo Burnett Company, Inc. [employeeOf]
[from 1966 to 1989]

D.C. Richards & Associates [employeeOf]
[from 1982 to 2004]

President

Screen Actors Guild [employeeOf]
[from 2003 to ?]

Associate National Director of Affirmative Action and Diversity

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]
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