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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Zerrie D. Campbell

person

Campbell, Zerrie, 1951-
Alternative Names: Zerrie D. Campbell;

Life Dates: February 9, 1951-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Occupations: College president

Biographical Note

Zerrie Campbell, the first woman to be president of Malcolm X College, was born in
Chicago, Illinois, on February 9, 1951. After attending Chicago public schools,
Campbell went to northern Illinois University, earning her B.A. degree in english in
1972, and her M.s. degree in secondary professional education in 1974. Campbell later
returned to Chicago state University to earn her M.A. degree in english in 1978.

Campbell began her professional career at Malcolm X College, where she served as the
assistant dean of student support services from 1974 to 1977, before going on to
become an instructor of english and communications; a position she held until 1982. In
1983, Campbell was hired by Harold Washington College as an assistant professor of
english, where she remained until 1987. Turning fully to administration that same year,
Campbell became the associate vice chancellor for liberal arts and sciences at the City
Colleges of Chicago. In 1989, Campbell returned to Malcolm X to become the vice
president of academic affairs; by 1992 she had risen to the position of president of the
school. Under Campbell's leadership, Malcolm X received a number of awards for
teaching, including the 1997 Award for excellence in Workforce preparation from the
Illinois Community College Board. During the course of her career, Campbell also
negotiated with local businesses and organizations for increased funding for
scholarships.

Campbell received numerous other awards, including the outstanding Woman Award
from Harold Washington College in 1999; the 1998 outstanding educator Award from
the 7th Congressional District; and being listed as one of 100 people 'n' The Know by
n'Digo. Campbell also held membership in the national Association of Female
executives and numerous other professional and civic organizations, both local and
national in scope.
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Related Entries

Lucy L. Flower Technical High School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Jacob Beidler Elementary School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Carter G. Woodson South Elementary School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Martha M. Ruggles Elementary School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Paul Robeson High School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

diploma

Northern Illinois university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

B.A. in English Literature

Northern Illinois university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

M.S. in English

Chicago State university [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

M.S.

City Colleges of Chicago [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1987 to 1989]

Assoc. Vice Chancellor

Malcolm X College [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1989 to 1992]

Vice President

Malcolm X College [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1992 to ?]

President

City Colleges of Chicago [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1992 to 1993]

District Manager
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