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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Abner Jean "Val" Jackson

person

Jackson, Abner Jean, 1933-2002
Alternative Names: Abner Jean "Val" Jackson;

Life Dates: April 22, 1933-october 14, 2002

Place of Birth: Wichita, Kansas, UsA

Work: Witchita, Kansas

Occupations: Mortuary owner;

Biographical Note

For nearly sixty years, the Jackson Mortuary has been an institution in Wichita, Kansas.
The family-owned and -operated mortuary and its owners, twin brothers Abner Val
Jean Jackson, sr. and Anderson eugene Jackson, hold a place of honor in the
community of Wichita.

Abner Val Jackson, sr. was born in Wichita in 1933. He graduated from north High
school. He served in the U.s. Army and had the distinction of being one of the first
African American to serve with the Wichita Fire Department. He left the department in
1967 after twelve years to join the family business. While running the business, he and
his wife, erma, operated Jackson realty and skin Appeal Cosmetics, managed Calvary
Towers senior Citizen Housing project and had other business holdings. In 1982,
Jackson retired and turned the mortuary business over to his twin sons.

Along with his position as vice president of Jackson Mortuary, earning his funeral
director’s license in 1961, Jackson served his community through his membership in
organizations like the national Urban League and the nAACp. He was involved in
policymaking for the City of Wichita and was honored by the city and the state of
Kansas in acknowledgment of his commitment to the community. He served as
chairman of the Metropolitan planning Commission, the Board of Directors for the City
of Wichita and the Board of Trustees for Wichita’s Calvary Baptist Church. Jackson
has four children: Val Jean Jackson, Jr.; Michael e. Jackson; Kimberly Jackson-
Landrum; and stephanie Jackson Cousin. He also has eleven grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren.

Jackson passed away on october 14, 2002.
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Jackson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 30, 2002.

Related Entries

Wichita North High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

diploma

Wichita State university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Jackson Mortuary [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]
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